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Open:  What are examples of ways in which you’ve seen others display joy in God this week? 

Read and Discuss: 1 Peter 4:10-11.  

1. Verse 10 speaks of gifts given to us by God. From this passage and others you know of, what are 

some examples of God-given gifts? What characterizes a “good steward” (v. 10)? How are you 

stewarding the gifts God has given you?  

2. How does verse 11 demonstrate the importance of having a God-centered perspective regarding 

our gifts? How can we be assured that we’re using our gifts in the “strength that God supplies”? 

How can we aim at glorifying God in our service? 

Read and Discuss: 2 Corinthians 8:1-5.  

3. In verse 2, Paul describes what happened in Macedonia as displaying “a wealth of generosity.” 

What makes that an accurate description of what happened? What do you see in these verses 

that show their actions flowed from joy in God? 

4. What clues in the text reveal their generosity was supernaturally empowered? What are some 

other (perhaps less obvious) ways our acts of love or obedience may involve the supernatural 

work of God?  

5. Have you seen God enable you to serve in ways which were “beyond” your means (v. 3)? Share 

about your experience. What would you say to someone who feels that God might be calling 

them to serve in ways beyond their means?   

Read and Discuss: Matthew 6:1-4. 

6. According to these passages and others (like Matthew 5:14-16), we have a clear call to display 

our joy in God. However, Matthew 6:1-4 cautions us to not practice our acts of righteousness 

before others. How do we reconcile the apparent differences between these passages?  

Application: How would you explain what it means to display joy in God? Would you finish this 

sentence: “I would love to display my joy in God this week by…” 

Prayer:  Ask God to pour out His grace on Neighborhood Church—and cause us to live in ways which 

show the world His worth and supremacy so that others might also come to delight in Him.  



1 Peter 4:10-11. 

10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 

11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the 

strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To 

him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (ESV) 

 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5. 

1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of 

Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 

overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can 

testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part 

in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord 

and then by the will of God to us.  (ESV) 

 

Matthew 6:1-4. 

“1 Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then 

you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 2 Thus, when you give to the needy, sound 

no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be 

praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to the 

needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in 

secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.”  (ESV) 

 

NCAC Vision Statement. 

We envision accomplishing this mission 

by growing a joy-driven, God-centered church family who, 

through the power of the Holy Spirit,  

are continually and passionately 

discovering, developing, displaying and declaring joy in God 

that all peoples might treasure Him above all things.  


