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Overview of the Pentateuch:  

1. Beginning as early as verse 3:15, Genesis gives the foundational account of God’s plan to 

redeem sinners from the effects of the fall. As you reflect on this long history of redemption, 

how does this deepen your appreciation of God’s determination to bring salvation? 

2. Exodus continues the story of God’s deliverance of His people by recounting the deliverance 

of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, the imparting of God’s law, and the plans for their 

place of worship. Central to Exodus and the spiritual life of Israel are the themes of salvation, 

obedience and worship. How do you keep your focus on these elements in your life? Explain. 

3. Numbers records a major detour in the spiritual life of Israel due to unbelief. This period is 

sometimes called the wilderness wanderings. Read Numbers 13:25-30; 14:20-25. In what way 

can you relate to the two different groups of spies and their particular reaction to what they 

had seen? What would help you be more like Joshua and Caleb? 

4. Leviticus details God’s plan for how His people are to practice worship. Read Leviticus 17:11 

and Hebrews 9:22. What aspect of Levitical worship most points to the Gospel? Why? 

5. Deuteronomy contains Moses’ farewell speeches as the people prepare to enter the Promised 

Land. Five times Moses exhorts them to remember they were slaves in Egypt and that God 

redeemed them. How is it useful to remember the bondage from which God delivered us? 

Focus on Abram (Abraham):   

6. Read Genesis 12:1-3. In these verses a promise is made to Abram. What are the three 

elements of the promise? What is God’s purpose in blessing Abram? How would the families 

of the earth all be blessed through Abram (See Matthew 1:1)? 

7. Many times in Scripture, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are mentioned together. (See Gen. 50:24; 

Ex. 2:24; Lev. 26:42; Num. 32:11; Deut. 9:5.) Why do you think God is identified as the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob? How does God’s covenant faithfulness encourage your faith in 

God? How would you describe your covenant relationship with God? (See Matthew 26:27-28)? 

8. Abraham is mentioned 234 times in 27 books of the Bible including 11 books in the New 

Testament. Read Galatians 3:7-9; 11-14; 29. Why is Abraham so important for a New 

Testament believer? What does this passage tell us about the way God has always saved 

people from sin? (See also Ephesians 2:8-9). How does this affect your view of the Gospel?    

9. Though we are New Testament Believers, how would you explain to a new follower of Christ 

why it is important that we understand how God worked in the first five books of the Bible? 



 

 

Numbers 13:25-30. 
[25] At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land. [26] And they came to Moses and 

Aaron and to all the congregation of the people of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh. They 

brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. 
[27] And they told him, “We came to the land to which you sent us. It flows with milk and honey, and 

this is its fruit. [28] However, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified 

and very large. And besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there. [29] The Amalekites dwell in the 

land of the Negeb. The Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the hill country. And the 

Canaanites dwell by the sea, and along the Jordan.” [30] But Caleb quieted the people before Moses 

and said, “Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.” 
 

Numbers 14:20-25. 
[20] Then the LORD said, “I have pardoned, according to your word. [21] But truly, as I live, and as all 

the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD, [22] none of the men who have seen my glory and 

my signs that I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have put me to the test these ten times 

and have not obeyed my voice, [23] shall see the land that I swore to give to their fathers. And none of 

those who despised me shall see it. [24] But my servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit and 

has followed me fully, I will bring into the land into which he went, and his descendants shall possess 

it. [25] Now, since the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwell in the valleys, turn tomorrow and set out 

for the wilderness by the way to the Red Sea.” 
 

Leviticus 17:11.  

For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make atonement for 

your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life. 
 

Hebrews 9:22.  

Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood 

there is no forgiveness of sins. 
 

Genesis 12:1-3. 
 [1] Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to 

the land that I will show you. [2] And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make 

your name great, so that you will be a blessing. [3] I will bless those who bless you, and him who 

dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 

Galatians 3:7-9; 11-14; 29. 
[7] Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. [8] And the Scripture, foreseeing 

that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In 

you shall all the nations be blessed.” [9] So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with 

Abraham, the man of faith… [11] Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for 

“The righteous shall live by faith.” [12] But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does them shall 

live by them.” [13] Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is 

written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— [14] so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 

Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through 

faith….[29] And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. 


