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Open:  How would you briefly explain to someone how we can please God? 

Read:   Micah 6:1-8. 

Discuss: 

1. Micah 6 uses the metaphor of a courtroom. How would you summarize God’s case against 

His people? (See also Micah 2:1, 2, 8, 9; 3:1-3, 9-11.) 

2. In verse 3 God asks a rhetorical question. What answer is implied? According to verses 4-5 

what are some ways God acted on behalf of Israel? Read Numbers 22:1-6 and 24:10-14. How 

does the Balak/Balaam story show God’s care for Israel?  

3. How does remembering God’s gracious blessing in our lives help us walk in more faithful 

obedience to Him? What has been a recent blessing God has brought into your life? 

4. In verses 6-7, now Micah asks a rhetorical question. Why do you think he refers to offerings, 

calves, rams and oil? Why does he list the “firstborn”? (See 2 Kings 16:2-3; 21: 5-6.)  

5. How do verses 6-7 contrast with verse 8? What is the main point Micah is making here? Are 

there times you violate this truth in how you think about your relationship to God? 

6. Verse 8 is not telling people how to receive the salvation of God. Rather, it is telling people 

who are already in covenant relationship with God how they are to live in faithfulness to that 

covenant. What are the three virtues that God requires of His people? In view of Micah 2:1-2 

and 3:9-11, why do you think He chose these three virtues? Where have you seen the 

presence of these virtues in your own life? How could you improve any one of them? 

7. The word translated “kindness” (v. 8) is one of the richest words in the Old Testament and is 

often associated with covenant-keeping. It is frequently used of God’s covenant-keeping love 

and is translated “steadfast love” (See Micah 7:18, 20; Psalm 136). Read Hosea 4:1-2. What 

does the absence of this type of kindness produce in society? How would you describe the 

positive effects of this kindness in a society? 

Apply: According to 1 Corinthians 11:25 and Hebrews 9:15, you are a participant in the New 

Covenant. What does it look like to live in faithfulness to that Covenant? 

Pray:  Ask God to enable you to better embody God’s expectations of His people in Micah 6:8.  



 
 

Micah 6:1-8. 

 

 [1] Hear what the LORD says: 

   Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 

    and let the hills hear your voice. 

 [2] Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 

   and you enduring foundations of the earth, 

  for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 

   and he will contend with Israel. 

 [3] “O my people, what have I done to you? 

   How have I wearied you? Answer me! 

 [4] For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 

   and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 

  and I sent before you Moses, 

   Aaron, and Miriam. 

 [5] O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 

   and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 

  and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

   that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD.” 

 [6] “With what shall I come before the LORD, 

   and bow myself before God on high? 

  Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

   with calves a year old? 

 [7] Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

   with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

  Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

   the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 [8] He has told you, O man, what is good; 

   and what does the LORD require of you 

  but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

   and to walk humbly with your God? (ESV) 


