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Open:  Have you ever visited a place and felt like an outsider? What was the circumstance? What 

difference did your faith in God make at those times? 

Read:   Jeremiah 29:1-14.  

Discuss: 

1. According to verse 6, how would you summarize Jeremiah’s counsel to the Babylonian exiles? 

What other responses could the Israelites have taken to their situation? What attitude do you 

tend to have when you are in a place or situation in which you don’t want to be? 

2. What is the reason Jeremiah gives these exiles for pursuing the wellbeing of the city? (v. 7) 

How does this passage motivate you to pray for your community? What specific ways can we 

pray for God’s blessing on our community? 

3. Jeremiah warns the exiles to beware of spiritual leaders who are misleading the people (vv. 8, 

9). How might we encounter false teachers and spiritual deceivers today? What is our best 

means of protection against such deception? 

4. According to verse 10, God will fulfill his promise to bring his people out of exile. How is this 

promise related to God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3? What promises do you 

recall that God has kept to his people before this point in history? How is God’s promise-

keeping faithfulness important to your life? 

5. Though many Christians personally apply verse 11 to themselves, to whom is this assurance 

actually given? Beyond the context, what does this verse tell us about the character of God? 

What New Testament promises give us similar encouragement as God’s people today? 

6. Jeremiah assures these exiles that God is always found by those who seek him whole-

heartedly (v. 13). What other words would you use to explain what it means to seek God with 

all your heart? How do the following New Testament texts support that idea: Mark 12:29-33; 

Matthew 6:33; Hebrews 11: 6; James 1:5-8? What would help you seek God more fervently? 

Apply: Consider any situation or circumstance where the Lord has placed you but where you don’t 

want to be. Based on what you see in this passage, how might you come to thrive in your 

situation? 

Pray:   Pray for God’s blessing on your community, as God tells His people to do in verse 7.  



 
 

Jeremiah 29:1-14. 

 
[1] These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to the surviving 

elders of the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had 

taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. [2] This was after King Jeconiah and the queen mother, 

the eunuchs, the officials of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the metal workers had 

departed from Jerusalem. [3] The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan and 

Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king 

of Babylon.  

 

It said: [4] “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile 

from Jerusalem to Babylon: [5] Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 

[6] Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in 

marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. [7] But seek 

the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its 

welfare you will find your welfare.  

 

[8] For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who 

are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream, [9] for it is a lie that 

they are prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, declares the LORD. 

 

[10] “For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will 

fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. [11] For I know the plans I have for you, 

declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. [12] Then you 

will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. [13] You will seek me and find me, 

when you seek me with all your heart. [14] I will be found by you, declares the LORD, and I will restore 

your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, 

declares the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.  (ESV) 

 


