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Open:  What are some connections between the Old Testament and the New Testament? 

Read:  Mark 1:14-15   

Discuss: 

1. According to Isaiah’s prophecy restated in Mark 1:2, 3, what was John the Baptist’s 

connection with the Old Testament? What was John’s role in relation to Jesus (Mark 1:7, 8)?  

2. Though Mark begins his book by referring to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Jesus was said to be 

proclaiming the, “Gospel of God.” How might this particular wording help build a bridge from 

the Old Testament? Why is the connection between the Gospel of the New Testament and 

the Old Testament important?  

3. Jesus began proclaiming the Gospel by announcing that “the time is fulfilled.” What might be 

some reasons Jesus would have used these words? How might his words have been 

meaningful to Jewish listeners (Luke 1:67-79)? 

4. The kingdom of God has been initiated but not yet been brought to completion. How do we 

see that illustrated in 1 John 3:2?  Given that the kingdom has not yet been fully realized, 

what spiritual limitations should we expect in the meantime? What encouragement should 

we take from the fact that Jesus has initiated the kingdom of God? 

5. Twice Jesus refers to the Gospel in this passage. How would you explain the Gospel to a non-

Christian? What two words in this passage describe the necessary response to the Gospel? 

How would you explain each of them to an unbeliever? How does this passage compare with 

Jesus words in Luke 24: 46, 47? What other scriptures can you think of that might inform our 

role in proclaiming the Gospel? 

6. Do you think both of these concepts in Mark 1:15 are adequately emphasized when the 

Gospel is presented today? Explain. What dangers exist in a “gospel’ that doesn’t require 

both of these responses? 

Apply: How can you make opportunities this week to “proclaim the gospel of God?” 

Pray:   Pray for one another that you might have opportunities to share the gospel. Pray for personal 

courage and boldness. Ask God to stir in the hearts of those who will hear as you and your 

brothers and sisters in Christ proclaim the good news of hope in Christ. 



 

 

 

Mark 1:14-15 

[14] Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, [15] and 

saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

(ESV) 

 


