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Open:  Share about a difficult experience you had that you later saw God use for good purposes.   

Read:  Genesis 45:1-15 

Discuss:    

1. With your group, review what you remember about the story of Joseph (Genesis 37-50). 

What elements of the story are most memorable to you? Why? 

2. How would you describe Joseph’s character before he was taken to Egypt? (See 37:1-11.) 

How would you describe his character as recorded in 45:1-15? What sort of encounters 

with God do you think Joseph may have had that brought about such growth? What has 

God used to bring about character growth in your own life? Why do such methods work? 

3. Multiple times Joseph is said to have wept with regard to reconciliation with his brothers 

(As in vs. 1-2). What factors may have contributed to this deep emotional response by 

Joseph? Why might Joseph have requested that everyone but his brothers leave (v. 1)? 

4. How do you imagine that Joseph’s brothers initially felt upon discovering this was Joseph 

(v. 3)? What do you find surprising about Joseph’s response to his brothers throughout 

this passage? Had you been in Joseph’s place, how might you have reacted? Explain. 

5. What effect does being shown mercy and forgiveness have on those who are guilty (45:3-

5)? Have you ever experienced this or witnessed someone else experience it? Explain.  

6. How did Joseph try to comfort his brothers as they struggled with what had happened 

and their role in it? (Read also 50:15-21.) How can these passages of Scripture help you 

minister to those struggling with guilt for their own sin? 

7. Explain how Joseph’s words in 45:4-8 reflect a God-centered perspective. In your 

experience, what enables such confidence in God? How did Joseph’s God-centered 

viewpoint benefit him? How did it benefit others? How did it bring glory to God?  

Apply:  In what circumstances do you find it difficult to have a God-centered outlook? What do 

you think might help you to gain a more God-centered view of events and circumstances? 

Pray:  Pray that God will allow us to see His hand in all circumstances of life at all times.  



Genesis 45:1-15. 

 
1 Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He cried, “Make 

everyone go out from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to 

his brothers.  

2 And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it.  

3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could 

not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. 

4 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, 

“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.  

5 And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God 

sent me before you to preserve life.  

6 For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which 

there will be neither plowing nor harvest.  

7 And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for 

you many survivors.  

8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord 

of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.  

9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me 

lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry.  

10 You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and 

your children's children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have.  

11 There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and 

your household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.’  

12 And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that 

speaks to you.  

13 You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and 

bring my father down here.”  

14 Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck.  

15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked with him. 

 


