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Open: As a group, list as many of God’s attributes (character traits) as you can. What attributes of God 

are, or have been, especially meaningful to you? 

Read: Exodus 20:4-6 

Discuss: 

1. Why do you think God forbids the making of any images or likenesses of himself (v. 4)? If the 

first commandment (Exodus 20:3) prohibits worshipping any other gods, in what way is the 

second commandment different? Do you think this command would apply to crosses or 

pictures of Jesus? Why or why not? 

2. Are there things that we might think or do which could limit our understanding of God’s 

greatness—just as making images of God would? Explain. What are appropriate ways to grow 

our understanding of and our joy in God’s greatness? 

3. According to verse 5a, what is another danger of making a physical representation of God? 

What are some contemporary examples of people doing this in some way?  

4. In verse 5b, what additional reason is given for not allowing the fabrication of images of God? 

Why do think God is a jealous God? (See, for example, James 4:4-5). Are you comfortable or 

uncomfortable with this description of God? Why? How would you explain to someone why it 

is acceptable and appropriate for God to be a jealous God? 

5. Verse 5c says God visits (judges) the iniquity of some people as far as the third and fourth 

generation. What characterizes these particular people? How would you summarize the main 

point of this statement? 

6. How is verse 6 a significant contrast to the last phrase of verse 5? How would you describe the 

way that God’s wrath and God’s love are related to one another? How do God’s people flourish 

as they walk in obedience to this commandment? 

Apply: Are there any things you are doing which might be limiting your understanding and 

appreciation of God’s greatness? What are some specific ways you could work to overcome 

these obstructions and grow your appreciation of God in appropriate ways?   

Pray:   Pray for a deeper awareness of God’s goodness  

 and greatness without distortion. 



Exodus 20:4-6 

 
[4] “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, 

or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. [5] You shall not bow down to 

them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on 

the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, [6] but showing steadfast 

love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.  

(ESV) 

 


