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Open: What are positive ways your parents loved, led and guided you?  

Read:  Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16 

Discuss:    

1. Both Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16 tell us to “honor” our parents. What do you think it 

looks like, in specific terms, to honor one’s parents? Leviticus 19:3 uses the word “revere” 

instead of honor. How does the word “revere” clarify the intent of this command?  

2. Do you think that honoring our parents might change as we grow from childhood to 

adulthood? If so, how? For those who are married, do you think that honoring of our parents 

should extend to our in-laws? Why or why not? 

3. This command addresses all of us in our role as children, and is not based on the quality or 

performance of our parents. How do you think this fact might cause some people to struggle 

with obeying it? How can we honor our parents despite their flaws and failures? 

4. In our culture, many perceive the Bible as disparaging to women. From what you know of 

Ancient Eastern culture, why is it especially meaningful that mothers are mentioned in the 

various expressions of the command? Why might one gender of parent be disrespected more 

than the other? How would this commandment help overcome such a tendency?  

5. What might be the natural connection between honoring one’s parents and living long? Have 

you seen such a connection or its opposite evident in families you know? Explain. 

6. Romans 1:30 tells us one of the characteristics of those who reject God is disobedience to 

parents. This will also be true of unbelievers in the last days (2 Timothy 3:2). Why do you think 

man’s rebellion toward God manifests itself this way? Have you seen examples of this? Explain. 

7. Read Matthew 15:1-6. How did some of the Pharisees of Jesus’ day violate this commandment? 

What are ways Christians today might rationalize disobedience to this command? How does 

this passage dismantle our inclination to look for loopholes in obeying God’s commands? 

Apply: What could you do to better honor your parents?      

Pray:   Pray for opportunities to honor your parents and for 

God’s blessing in their lives.  



Exodus 20:12 

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is 

giving you.  (ESV) 

 

Deuteronomy 5:16 

Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God commanded you, that your days may be 

long, and that it may go well with you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.  (ESV) 

 

Leviticus 19:3 

Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, and you shall keep my Sabbaths: I am the 

LORD your God.  (ESV) 

 

Romans 1:28-30 

[28] And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do 

what ought not to be done. [29] They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, 

malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, [30] slanderers, 

haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,… (ESV) 

 

2 Timothy 3:1-2 

[1] But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. [2] For people will be 

lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, 

unholy,… (ESV) 

 

Matthew 15:1-6 

[1] Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, [2] “Why do your disciples break 

the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat.” [3] He answered them, 

“And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? [4] For God 

commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely 

die.’ [5] But you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or his mother, “What you would have gained from me is 

given to God,” [6] he need not honor his father.’ So for the sake of your tradition you have made void 

the word of God. (ESV)  


