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Open: What is the meaning of your name? How has its meaning had significance to you? 

Read & Discuss: 

1. Read Exodus 3:13-15. What is the significance of the meaning of the Lord’s name to Israel? 

How was the meaning of God’s name intended to affect their view of God? 

 

2. Look up the word “profane” in a dictionary. Read each of the following passages, and identify 

ways that God’s name could be profaned:  Leviticus 19:12; 20:3; 22:2; Proverbs 30:9; Jeremiah 

34:15-16; and Ezekiel 36:18-21. Why do you think God does not want His name profaned? 

 

3. Read Exodus 20:7. The first part of this verse commands us to not take the name of the Lord in 

vain. What are common ways the Lord’s name is profaned or taken in vain in our culture? What 

do you think is an appropriate Christian response to this practice?  

 

4. The last half of Exodus 20:7 tells us that God will not hold guiltless the one who takes His name 

in vain. Why does God care so much about the protection of His reputation? What happens 

when false statements about God are heard and believed?  

 

5. Read Acts 15:13-17. According to these verses, converted Gentiles are people “called by his 

name.” What does it mean to be “called by his name”? What responsibility does such a 

description put on us? In light of this calling, why is it so important to know God intimately, 

learning as much as we can about His character and ways? 

 

6. How do you think the first sentence of the Lord's prayer (Matthew 6:9) relates to the third 

commandment? (Notice the footnote on this verse in the ESV Bible.) What will it look like if God 

answers this prayer?  

 

7. Remember the commandments are intended to point us to a flourishing life. How would you 

express this command in a positive way? What blessings come from obeying this command? 

 

Apply: Thinking over the last week, what are some ways you have not protected the reputation of 

God in word and deed? What can you do this coming week to be sure you give more attention 

to honoring God’s reputation?      

Pray:   Pray for the Church to hold up the name of the Lord      

 with faithfulness and clarity for all the world to see.  



Exodus 3:13-15 

[13] Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your 

fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” [14] God 

said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to 

you.’” [15] God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, 

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name 

forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations. (ESV) 

 

Exodus 20:7 

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who 

takes his name in vain. (ESV) 

 

Acts 15:13-18 
[13] After they finished speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. [14] Simeon has related how God 

first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. [15] And with this the words of the 

prophets agree, just as it is written, 

 

 [16] “‘After this I will return, 

 and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; 

 I will rebuild its ruins, 

   and I will restore it, 

 [17] that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, 

  and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, 

   says the Lord, who makes these things [18] known from of old.’ (ESV) 

 

 


