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Open:   What’s one of the more useful gadgets that you own? What would you do if it stopped 

working the way it was supposed to? 

Read and Discuss: 

1. Read Matthew 5:13-16.  What are different ways salt can be used for positive effect (v. 13)? 

How can Christians act in the world in ways that are similar to the effects of salt?  

2. What effect does light have in the darkness (v. 14)? How can Christians act in ways that are 

similar to the effect of light? 

3. In verse 15, Jesus compares our failure to let our light shine before others to the absurdity of 

lighting a lamp and putting it under a basket. What prevents believers from letting their light 

shine before others? What would motivate us to let our light shine more often? 

4. Do good works by themselves communicate the Gospel? Why or why not? Since even 

unbelievers do good works, what needs to happen in order for others who see our good 

works to give glory to God (v. 16)?  

5. Read Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18. What does Jesus warn against here? How would you explain the 

differences between these passages in Matthew 6 with the teaching in Matthew 5:13-16? 

6. What are ways that your life and works fulfill Jesus’ expectations for His followers as expressed 

in Matthew 5:13-16? What is one practical thing you could do to better align your life and 

good works with Jesus’ teaching here? 

7. Read 1 Peter 4:10-11.  What does verse 10 tells us about the nature and purpose of spiritual 

gifts? What are potential misunderstandings about spiritual gifts that this verse corrects?  

8. Verse 11 tells us to serve “by the strength that God supplies.” How do we this? How do we 

serve with God’s help in ways that ensure God gets the glory?  

9. How are you using your spiritual gifts in ways that fulfill the teaching of 1 Peter 4:10-11? How 

might you do this better? 

Pray:    Praise God for working through us to display His glory to others. Repent of any failure to be   

salt and light in the world. Ask God to work through you for His purpose in the world.  



Matthew 5:13-16 

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no 

longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. 

 

14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.15 Nor do people light a lamp 

and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let 

your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 

who is in heaven.  (ESV) 

 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

1“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then 

you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, 

sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they 

may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to 

the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be 

in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you…  

 

16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their 

fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17 But when you 

fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your 

Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  (ESV) 

 

1 Peter 4:10-11 

10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 

11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the 

strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To 

him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (ESV) 

 

 


