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Open:  What kinds of injustices in the world frustrate you? 

Read:   Habakkuk 1:1-4 

Discuss:   

1. Habakkuk begins with three questions directed to God (vv. 1-2) followed by three supporting 

statements (vv. 3-4). How would you characterize Habakkuk’s attitude or disposition as he 

addresses God? If you were to summarize Habakkuk’s basic concern in one question, what 

would it be?  

2. According to verses 2-4, what were the injustices that appalled Habakkuk? Have you ever 

shared similar concerns? Explain. What have you done about those concerns? 

3. From verse 4, what prevented the righteous people in Judah's society from curbing the 

violence? Give some examples of how righteous people can be “surrounded” or restricted 

today so that justice is “perverted”? How should Christians respond in such situations? 

4. Most Christians have questioned God at one time or another. What can we learn from others 

in the Bible who questioned God? In what situations are you most likely to question God? 

How can we maintain our reverence for God while being honest with Him about our 

questions? In your experience, has questioning God helped or hindered your spiritual life? 

5. As you face circumstances that don’t seem to align with God’s character, what do you do to 

help maintain your faith and confidence in God? 

6. From what you can see in this passage, do you think Habakkuk’s questions for God are 

reasonable? Do you think Habakkuk has an accurate view of God? Why or why not?  

7. How does our view of God affect our questions for Him? In what ways has your view of God 

changed since you became a Christian? What can help us gain a more accurate view of God? 

Apply: What can you do to help your emotions better align with God’s values? What do you need to 

do in order to reconcile any discrepancy between your expectations of God with how God 

choses to work in the world? 

Pray:   Ask God to help you see things better from His vantage point, increase your trust in His 

sovereign authority, and give you a greater passion for the things that He loves.  



Habakkuk 1:1-4 

 [1] The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw. 

 [2] O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 

  and you will not hear? 

 Or cry to you “Violence!” 

  and you will not save? 

 [3] Why do you make me see iniquity, 

  and why do you idly look at wrong? 

 Destruction and violence are before me; 

  strife and contention arise. 

 [4] So the law is paralyzed, 

  and justice never goes forth. 

 For the wicked surround the righteous; 

  so justice goes forth perverted.  ESV)  

  

 


