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Open:  If you could ask God one question, what would it be? 

Read:   Habakkuk 1:2-11 

Discuss:   

1. Remind yourselves of Habakkuk’s concerns in verses 2-4:  How would you describe the 

culture in which Habakkuk lived? What was Habakkuk’s main complaint? From Habakkuk’s 

perspective, was this a fair complaint? Why or why not? 

2. In verses 5-6, God makes clear that He is at work to address the situation in Judah. Why did 

Habakkuk miss seeing God at work? Have you had a situation in which you felt God was 

silent only to find out later that He was at work the entire time? Tell your group about it. How 

would you encourage another person who is facing similar circumstances or who is 

wondering where God is in the midst of their hardship? 

3. From verses 6-11, how would you describe the Chaldeans—their attitude, methods, and 

power? How would you feel knowing that this army would soon be attacking your nation? 

4. Back in verse 5, God told Habakkuk that he would be “astounded” at what God was going to 

do. Why would God’s plan have astonished and confused Habakkuk? What, if anything, about 

God’s plan to deal with Judah feel unsettling to you?   

5. What can you find in God’s response to Habakkuk that indicates He was still in charge even 

though the Chaldeans would be a fierce enemy? How would you explain to someone how 

God sometimes uses “guilty men” (v. 11) like the Chaldeans to accomplish His purposes?  

6. As you look through God’s words to Habakkuk, summarize what God wants Habakkuk to 

know? What God wants Habakkuk to feel? What God wants Habakkuk to do?  

7. What has helped you recognize that the plans of God are far greater than your life, family 

and nation? How does that truth change how you think, live, and pray? 

Apply: For any difficult circumstances that you are facing right now, how might God’s words to 

Habakkuk shape how you should respond? 

Pray:   Ask God to grant you faith to believe He’s always at work. Pray He will give you eyes to see 

how He is at work and give you the heart to submit to His methods. 



Habakkuk 1:2-11 

     Habakkuk’s complaint. 

 [2] O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 

  and you will not hear? 

 Or cry to you “Violence!” 

  and you will not save? 

 [3] Why do you make me see iniquity, 

  and why do you idly look at wrong? 

 Destruction and violence are before me; 

  strife and contention arise. 
 [4] So the law is paralyzed, 

  and justice never goes forth. 

 For the wicked surround the righteous; 

  so justice goes forth perverted. 

 

God’s response. 

 [5] “Look among the nations, and see; 

  wonder and be astounded. 

 For I am doing a work in your days 

  that you would not believe if told. 

 [6] For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, 

  that bitter and hasty nation, 

 who march through the breadth of the earth, 

  to seize dwellings not their own. 

 [7] They are dreaded and fearsome; 

  their justice and dignity go forth from themselves. 

 [8] Their horses are swifter than leopards, 

  more fierce than the evening wolves; 

  their horsemen press proudly on. 

 Their horsemen come from afar; 

  they fly like an eagle swift to devour. 

 [9] They all come for violence, 

  all their faces forward. 

  They gather captives like sand. 

 [10] At kings they scoff, 

  and at rulers they laugh. 

 They laugh at every fortress, 

  for they pile up earth and take it. 

 [11] Then they sweep by like the wind and go on, 

  guilty men, whose own might is their god!”  (ESV) 


