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Open:  When you question someone in authority, what attitude do you usually 

display? Is there usually a difference between your feelings and your actions? 

Read & Discuss:   Habakkuk 1:12-2:1 

1. In verse 12, identify the names that Habakkuk uses for God. What do each of 

these names suggest about God’s character? Drawing from verses 12-13, how would you 

describe Habakkuk’s view of God? 

2. From verses 12-17, does it appear God’s reply to Habakkuk in verses 5-11 has settled 

Habakkuk’s anxieties from 1:2-4 or made them worse? Explain. According to verse 12, what 

aspect of God’s answer in 1:5-11 did Habakkuk understand? 

3. Look at each question that Habakkuk asked in this passage. What did Habakkuk really want 

to know? Have you ever asked similar questions? How did you resolve your questions? 

4. Read verse 14 and then Genesis 1:27, 28. Habakkuk is describing what human beings have 

become under the conquering hand of the Chaldeans (or Babylonians). How does this 

contrast with what God intended for mankind? By saying that God has done this, what is 

Habakkuk implying? Do you ever speak this boldly to God? Why or why not? 

5. The “net” in verses 15-17 symbolizes the Chaldeans’ military power and the control it gave 

them. How does Habakkuk describe what the Chaldeans did to their enemies? How did 

Babylon view its military power? How does God’s willingness to use the Chaldeans against 

Judah unsettle you? How does it comfort or encourage you?  

6. What did Habakkuk intend to do after he finished voicing his complaint (2:1)?  What does it 

look like for us to listen to God today as we go to Him with questions? 

7. Before questioning God, Habakkuk first reflected on the character of God. How would 

reflecting on the character of God help Habakkuk to deal with his questions? How might 

reflecting on the character of God help you cope with your own questions about God? How 

would you now answer the question that Habakkuk asked in verse 13? 

Apply: Are there any situations in your life in which you need to be more honest (with either God or 

yourself) about your discomfort or dissatisfaction with God? What will you do about this? 

Pray:   Ask God to grant you a more accurate view of His glory and greatness—and expand your 

view of the way that He can work in the world.



Habakkuk 1:12-2:1 

 
 [1:12] Are you not from everlasting, 

  O LORD my God, my Holy One? 

  We shall not die. 

 O LORD, you have ordained them as a judgment, 

  and you, O Rock, have established them for reproof. 

 [13] You who are of purer eyes than to see evil 

  and cannot look at wrong, 

 why do you idly look at traitors 

  and remain silent when the wicked swallows up 

  the man more righteous than he? 

 [14] You make mankind like the fish of the sea, 

  like crawling things that have no ruler. 

 [15] He brings all of them up with a hook; 

  he drags them out with his net; 

 he gathers them in his dragnet; 

  so he rejoices and is glad. 

 [16] Therefore he sacrifices to his net 

  and makes offerings to his dragnet; 

 for by them he lives in luxury, 

  and his food is rich. 

 [17] Is he then to keep on emptying his net 

  and mercilessly killing nations forever? 

 [2:1] I will take my stand at my watchpost 

  and station myself on the tower, 

 and look out to see what he will say to me, 

  and what I will answer concerning my complaint.  (ESV) 

 


