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Background: Isaiah was a prophet who spoke the Word of God during a tumultuous time in the 

history of Israel, which was on the brink of extermination by Assyria. God was shaping these events as 

a form of judgment on His people, and Isaiah was an instrument God used to bring a message of 

hope and salvation to His people. However, the people and their leaders were tempted to align with 

the neighboring nations in an attempt to protect themselves from the threat of the Assyrians. 

Open: In the book of Isaiah, God’s people struggled to trust HimI in their times of crisis. Instead, they 

looked to other options for help. How do you struggle between trusting God and His wisdom 

vs. turning to other sources for help? Where do you tend to look for help outside of God? 

Read & Discuss:  Isaiah 9:1-7. 

1. Verses 2-5 are the trumpet fanfare announcing the arrival of the new ruler. What assurances do  

Isaiah’s predictions provide them? What do these promises reveal about God? Why might 

these promises have been a surprise to a rebellious people?   

2. According to verses 6-7, what is this new ruler like? In what ways did Jesus fulfill these 

prophecies with His first coming? In what ways are we still waiting for their complete 

fulfillment? How should these prophecies for the future shape how we live today? 

3. What does it mean to you to call Jesus “Wonderful Counselor”? How has Jesus served as a 

Counselor to you? When you need God’s guidance, how do you tend to seek His help? 

4. In many ways it looked like God’s people had disregarded Him during this time. (As in Isaiah 

17:10-11.) In what ways can you relate to the Israelites and their indifference toward God? 

5. In some instances in Isaiah the people heard God speak, but ignored His instructions. (For 

example, see Isaiah 5:24.) Why do we tend to ignore some of God’s instructions? Can you share 

about a time you ignored God’s leading or instruction? What did you learn through that 

experience? Describe a time of difficulty when you chose to follow-God’s directives. 

Application:  How could this season of Advent, serve as an opportunity for you to listen more 

attentively to the voice of the Wonderful Counselor, Jesus?   

Prayer:  Take some time and thank God for the gift of his son, Jesus—especially for His provision as 

the Wonderful Counselor. Pray for courage to follow His leading in your life.  



Isaiah 9:1–7 

[1]  But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into 

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious 

the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

 

 [2]  The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

        those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

  on them has light shone. 

 [3] You have multiplied the nation; 

  you have increased its joy; 

       they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

 [4] For the yoke of his burden, 

  and the staff for his shoulder, 

  the rod of his oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 [5] For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

  and every garment rolled in blood 

  will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 [6] For to us a child is born, 

  to us a son is given; 

       and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

  and his name shall be called 

       Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 [7] Of the increase of his government and of peace 

  there will be no end, 

       on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

  to establish it and to uphold it 

       with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time forth and forevermore. 

       The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  (ESV) 


