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Open:  How does someone gain status in our culture? 

Read:  1 Corinthians 7:17-24 

Discuss:    

1. Note how many times Paul uses the word “call” or “called” in the passage. What do you think 

Paul means when he uses these words? (compare 1:1, 2, 9) How does this idea of calling seem 

to be important in 17-24? How is it important to your life? 

2. At Corinth, there were some who believed that now, as followers of Jesus, certain relationships 

(like marriage) were no longer spiritually appropriate and therefore should be dissolved. Paul 

writes chapter 7 to refute that idea. As you read verses 17, 20 and 24, how would you 

summarize Paul’s main point? 

3. In verses 18-29, Paul uses two sets of “conditions” in which people may find themselves to 

make his point in this text. The first set is circumcision and uncircumcision. In what way does 

he want the Corinthians to think differently about these conditions than they may have 

previously according to verse 19? Why might the Jews consider Paul’s viewpoint radical?  

4. The second set of conditions is that of bondservant and freedman (one who had gained 

freedom from servitude).  What is the point of Paul’s argument in verse 22 to help the 

Corinthians think differently about being either in bondservice or freed?  

5. What are examples of situations in life that we cannot change? What makes it difficult for 

Christians to accept the life they have been assigned by the Lord? How does Pauls’ perspective 

in this passage inspire you to live for the glory of God in your present circumstances? 

6. In verse 23, Paul speaks of being bought with a price. He uses it also in 6:20. What is the 

connection between this truth and Paul’s argument in this passage? What are the implications 

for your own life? 

Apply:  Where are you struggling to be content in your current life circumstances? What are some 

things you can do to be more content as you remain in your current life situation? 

Pray:  Pray that God would open your eyes to the see the opportunities to glorify Him in your 

present circumstances.  



1 Corinthians 7:17-24. 

17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called 

him. This is my rule in all the churches.18 Was anyone at the time of his call already circumcised? Let 

him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call 

uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. 19 For neither circumcision counts for anything nor 

uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God. 20 Each one should remain in the condition in 

which he was called. 21 Were you a bondservant when called? Do not be concerned about it. (But if you 

can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) 22 For he who was called in the Lord as a 

bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a bondservant of 

Christ. 23 You were bought with a price; do not become bondservants of men. 24 So, brothers, in 

whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God. 

 


