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The Gospel According to Isaiah 
NCAC Adult Sunday School Fall 2010 

Week 2/Isaiah 2-4: God—The True Source of Joy and Peace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above Chart: Overview of  

Israel’s History  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Note on Names: In Isaiah we will see different names used to refer to the same group of people: 

 Judah: The name given to the Southern Kingdom when Israel divided into two kingdoms 

after the death of Solomon. This kingdom was made up of two tribes (Judah and Benjamin) 

and was named after the larger tribe. 

 Jerusalem: The capital city of Judah, a name often used to represent the entire nation. 

 Israel: In the days of the Divided Kingdom, Israel was officially the name of the Northern 

Kingdom. However, Judah (the Southern Kingdom) was still made up of Israelites. Therefore, 

we will sometimes see Judah referred to as “Israel.” 

 Jacob:  Jacob was the grandson of Abraham, who was later renamed Israel. He was the father 

of twelve sons whose descendants would form the twelve tribes and nation of Israel. 

 Zion: Another name for Jerusalem, which is at times also used to refer to the entire nation. 
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Chapters 2-4. In these chapters God continues his case against Jerusalem that He began in chapter 1. 

We see God moving back and forth between promises of redemption and pronouncements of guilt, 

between the future and the present, between joy and terror, and between hope and despair. 

2:1-5. The Future Glorious Kingdom.   

2:6-4:1. The Current Corrupt Kingdom. 

4:2-4:6. The Coming Perfect Kingdom.   

 

2:1-5. The Future Glorious Kingdom. As God continues His call for His people to turn back to Him, 

He lifts up before them a vision of what is to come—an era in which God brings peace and justice to 

the world, in which God’s light shines through Jerusalem to all nations. 

 

2:2-3. People from all nations will worship God. Many people of Judah may have been 

shocked at this image of people from other nations worshipping their God—especially when 

they had become caught up in the worship of gods from others nations. 

 

 

2:4. God will reign righteously over all nations. Judah has long dealt with the threat of war, 

but there will come a day of peace and justice unlike anything they have experienced. 

 

 

2:5. Judah is called to live accordingly. Ironically, Judah, which has knowledge of the truth 

that other nations are still blind to, is living like a pagan nation. Isaiah here implores the 

people of God to “walk in the light of the Lord,” just as Christians are called to do (See, for 

example John 3:19-21). 

 

 

   

2:6-4:1. The Current Corrupt Kingdom. The previous verses present the day of Gods’ exaltation as 

being good news for Jerusalem. However, Isaiah now give the people of Jerusalem reason for caution 

as God confronts His people regarding their rejection of Him and explains what they should expect 

from His as a result. 

 

2:6-22. God’s promise to humble Jerusalem. Isaiah condemns the people of Jerusalem, who 

have embraced the world and are full of pride. Rather than being a light, Jerusalem has 

embraced darkness. 

 

 Isaiah makes repeated references to the influence of the world on Jerusalem: 

 “…they are full of things from the east and of fortune-tellers like the Philistines…” (2:6) 

 “…they strike hands with the children of foreigners.” (2:6) 

 “Their land is filled with silver and gold…” (2:7a) 

 “Their land is filled with horses, and there is no end to their chariots.” (2:7b) 

 “Their land is filled with idols…” (2:8) 
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For Discussion: What are some of the ways the world influences us in our own day? 

 

 

 

For Discussion: What are some of the ways that we should be influencing the world? 

 

 

 

For Reflection: In your own life, are you influencing the world more than it is 

influencing you—or is it the other way around? 

 

 

 

Isaiah makes repeated references to the coming humiliation of Jerusalem: 

 “So each man is humbled, and each one is brought low…” (2:9) 

 “The haughty looks of man shall be brought low…the lofty pride of man…humbled…” (2:11) 

“For the LORD of hosts has a day against all that is proud and lofty…” (2:12ff) 

 “The haughtiness of man shall be humbled, and the lofty pride of man…brought low…” (2:17) 
 

 

 Isaiah makes repeated references to the coming exaltation of God: 

 “…hide in the dust from before the terror of the LORD, and from the splendor of his majesty.”  

(2:10) 

“…when he rises to terrify the earth.” (2:19 and 2:21) 

 “…the LORD alone will be exalted in that day.” (2:11 and 2:17) 
  

 

What is the solution to overcoming their present predicament? “Stop regarding man 

in whose nostrils is breath, for of what account is he?” (2:22) Judah’s problem is that they have 

become caught up in the things of the world, they have adopted a worldly perspective, 

and they are trusting in human ability to provide peace and security. Isaiah calls them 

to repent and to turn their focus from man to God. 

 

 

3:1-4:1. God’s method for humbling Jerusalem. Isaiah now explains how God will humble 

Jerusalem and exalt Himself: God will strip away all the things in which Jerusalem is trusting 

and taking pride in so that all they are left with is God Himself. 

  

 God will strip the nation of supply (3:1). 

 God will strip men from leadership (3:2-4). 

 God will strip society of order (3:5-16). 

 God will strip women of finery (3:16-26). 
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 For Discussion: What are some of our sources of support today? 

 
 

 

 For Reflection: What would happen if you lost your greatest source of support other 

than the Lord? How would you respond? What does this show about your heart? 

  

 

 

4:2-4:6. The Coming Perfect Kingdom.  After humiliation comes restoration. Although they 

probably did not see it this way at the time, God’s judgment against His people was an act of grace: 

Stripped of sin, God’s people find true joy. Stripped of worldly props, they find true security. 

 

 It begins with Christ (4:2). 

 It demands complete renewal (4:3-4). 

 It brings lasting joy and peace (4:5-6). 

 

 

 For Discussion: What is the purpose of judgment in the life of someone who is saved? 

 

 

 

Additional Discussion Questions:  

 

1. How would you summarize Isaiah’s message in Chapters 2-4? 

2. What does this passage tell us about God? 

3. Are there any additional questions that we should be asking ourselves as result of this passage? 

4. What attitudes should we have and what actions should we take as a result of this study?  

Note: All Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV), © 2001 by Crossway Bibles.  


