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The Gospel According to Isaiah 
NCAC Adult Sunday School Fall 2010 

Week 3/Isaiah 6: God—The True King 

 

 

Chapter 6. Isaiah is given a vision of the throne room of God. As he looks at this heavenly scene, he 

sees how God should be treated and shows us what to do when confronted with the sovereign God: 

 6:1-4. Isaiah acknowledges the True King. 

 6:5. Isaiah repents of his own sinfulness. 

 6:6-7. Isaiah receives forgiveness and cleansing from God. 

 6:8a. Isaiah listens to God. 

 6:8b-13. Isaiah obeys God. 

 

 

6:1-4. Isaiah acknowledges the True King. 

 

Verse 1a: The human king is dead. Uzziah died in 740BC. Under Uzziah’s reign, Judah grew 

strong and prosperous, but God became unreal to people and their religion became nothing 

more than empty rituals. Ten years before Uzziah’s death God struck Uzziah with leprosy, 

and his son Jotham became his co-regent. (See 2 Chronicles 26:16-23) 

 

  

 

Verse 1b-4. The True King Lives. An earthly king had just died, but the True King still 

reigns—and Isaiah was granted a vision of God in His heavenly court. Based on John 12:37-43, 

it appears this was a vision of Jesus. 

 

“I saw the LORD sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up…” God rules from His throne. Human 

kings come and go, but God reigns forever above all and over all. God does not just 

deserve to reign supreme—He does reign supreme. 

 Psalm 47:7-8. “For God is the King of all the earth…God reigns over all the nations…” 

 Psalm 103:19. “The Lord has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules 

over all.” 

 

“…and the train of his robe filled the temple.” The train of a royal robe symbolized authority 

and importance. God’s train fills the temple, covering all the ground before Isaiah. 

 

“Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings.” The Hebrew word for seraphim probably 

means “burning ones.” They are a type of angel, and this is the only place seraphim are 

named in the Bible.   
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 “…with two he covered his face,…” Even seraphim cannot look at God directly. 

 

 “…with two he covered his feet,…” Even seraphim act with modesty before God. 

 

 “…with two he flew.” They are in constant motion, always ready to serve God. 

 

“And one called to another and said, „Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;…” Heaven is full of the 

praise of God.  “Holy” is repeated three times for emphasis; no other three-fold 

adjective appears in the Old Testament. God’s holiness stands in stark contrast to the 

lives of the people of Judah in Isaiah’s day. 

 

Holy: To be holy is to be uniquely distinct, separate from all else, and 

completely pure. 

 

“…the whole earth is full of his glory!‟” People are continually filling the earth with 

monuments to themselves and to mankind, when the earth itself is already a 

monument to the glory of God and all creation is moving towards the full revelation of 

God’s glory. 

 

Glory: The visible manifestation of God’s holiness; the beauty and greatness of 

God put on display for all to see. 

 

“…the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who was called,…” When God speaks, 

the world should tremble. (See also Exodus 20:18-19) 

 

“…and the house was filled with smoke.”  At other times, smoke and fire were also associated 

with appearances of God. (See also Revelation 15:5-8) 

 

Discussion: Is this the impression of God that most Americans have? 

 

 
 

Discussion: Based on this vision of God, what might be inappropriate about using 

this phrase when sharing the Gospel: “You need to make Jesus Lord of your life.”? 

   

 
 

Discussion: What would be the appropriate response to a vision of God like this? 
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6:5. Isaiah repents of his own sinfulness. Isaiah is forced to come to terms with the fact that he is a 

sinner, and in many ways he may have been just like the people of his nation—practicing a mindless 

religion and indulging in self-justifying excuses that made him feel good about himself.  

 Ezek. 1:28 and Rev. 1:17 give other examples of men falling on their face before God’s glory.  

 Ex. 33:20 & Judg. 13:22 indicate that actually seeing the face of God should result in death. 

 

 Discussion: How would you describe Isaiah’s confession in verse 5? 

 

 

 
 

Discuss: In what ways should our repentance be like Isaiah’s? How should it be different? 

 

 

 
 

6:6-7. Isaiah receives forgiveness and cleansing. Exactly how the burning coal would have cleansed 

Isaiah is unclear, but a few things stand out: 

 Without purification from sin, one cannot stand to be in the presence of God. 

 Repentance is necessary for purification. 

 God is the One who purifies us, and His remedy for sin is completely sufficient. 

 Forgiveness of sin is instantaneous and brings removal of guilt. 

 Purification requires sacrifice and atonement. 

 Purification opens the door to a right relationship with God. 

 

 

6:8a. Isaiah listens to God. Up to this point Isaiah has heard only the seraphim. Now God speaks, 

and Isaiah takes notice.  

 

 

6:8b-13. Isaiah obeys God.   

 

Verse 8b. Isaiah responds with eager obedience. Isaiah responds immediately and eagerly 

to God’s call for a messenger, even before He knows all the details regarding the commission. 

This is the only appropriate response having seen the glory of God and having experienced 

the forgiveness of God. 

 

 

Verse 9-10: God gives the message that Isaiah will preach. In essence, God tells Isaiah to go 

say to people, “You’re not going to listen to me.” For the proud, Isaiah’s message will only 

push them farther away from God. These two verses are quoted several times in the New 

Testament. Jesus (Matthew 13:10-15) and Paul (Acts 28:23-28) also noted that rejecting the 

Gospel message makes it harder to later respond to the Gospel. 
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Discussion: How could hearing Isaiah’s message serve to turn people even farther away from 

God? 

 

 

Verse 11-13: Isaiah’s Dismay and God’s response. When God reveals that Isaiah’s ministry 

will bear little fruit, Isaiah is understandably perplexed and anguished. Although Isaiah 

hopes that the period in which people resist his message might be brief, God indicates that 

their hard hearts will continue for years, enduring the wrath of God until only a tenth of them 

remain. Yet, still Isaiah goes. 

 

 

Discussion: How might you have felt if you were Isaiah and you just received this 

commission from God? 

 

 
 

Discussion: Isaiah persevered in ministry until the end of his life. Isaiah lived through the 

destruction of the Northern Kingdom and predicted the destruction of the Southern 

Kingdom (which did not occur until after his death). What do you think enabled Isaiah to 

continue this ministry despite encountering opposition and apathy? 

 

 
 

Discussion: How can Isaiah’s example encourage us in our own ministry of reconciliation?  

 

  

 

 

Additional Discussion Questions:  

 

1. What does this passage tell us about God? 

2. What questions should we be asking ourselves as result of this passage? 

3. What should we do as a result of the things we learned in this study?  


