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Discovering Jesus in His OT Appearances 

What was Jesus doing between Creation and His birth in Bethlehem? 

 

John 17:24 “Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to 

see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.”  

1. The Son of God is the Eternal Son of God 

As the second person of the Godhead, equal in power and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit, the 

Son of God is identified with all of God’s purposes, messages, and actions. But the Son also had unique 

functions and roles 

 in the creation of the world – John 1:3; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:2 

 in holding together and managing that creation afterward – Colossians 1:17; Hebrews 1:3 

He not only existed but was executing important tasks prior to His coming to this world in the flesh. 

2. The Son of God is the Usual Way God Speaks to Humanity 

John calls Jesus the Eternal Word because God speaks to sinners primarily through the channel of His 

Son in both the OT and NT.  

Can you think of supporting or contrary examples?  

 

3. The Son of God is the Usual Way God Appears to Humanity. 

Some verses in the Bible tell us no one can see God and live. 

Exodus 33:20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live.” 

How is it that then that some OT believers saw God and lived? For example, Hagar, Jacob, Moses, and 

Manoah? 

How do the following verses help us understand this seeming inconsistency? 

 John 1:18 

 2 Corinthians 4:6  

 John 5:37  

 Colossians 1:15  

 1 Timothy 2:5  

 Hebrews 11:27  
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4. The Son of God is the Angel of the Lord 

The term Angel of the Lord occurs more than 50x in OT, and Angel of God occurs 9x. A special Angel 

appears from time to time in the OT, an Angel who is given divine titles, performs divine functions, and 

accepts divine worship. He is the Son of God. God’s special Messenger for special people at special times 

(Cf Malachi 3:1 with Luke 7:27).  

To prove this Angel of the Lord is the Son of God, we need only prove the Angel’s deity: 

A. He claims divine authority. He speaks as only God can speak and swears by Himself as only 

God can (Gen 16:10; 22:15-16). 

B. He is a distinct divine person. At times He is identified with Jehovah; at other times He is 

carefully distinguished, highlighting the distinct individual persons of the Godhead (2 Sam 

24:16; Zech 1:12).  

C. He exhibits divine attributes. Read about Hagar as an example (Gen 16:7-8, 11, 13) 

Do you notice any parallels with between the Angel of God’s encounter with Hagar in Genesis 16 and 

Jesus’ encounter with the woman of Samaria in John 4? 

D. He performs divine actions. He utters curses of divine judgment, judges, and redeems sinners 

(Jdg 5:23; 2 Kng 19:35; Gen 48:15-16). 

E. He receives divine homage. The Angel is to be treated as God. He receives sacrifices from 

Gideon and is called Jehovah-Shalom, “The Lord-Is-Peace” (Jdg 6:20-21, 24). 

F. He is identified as God. Genesis 16:13; ch 22, ch 31. 

5. Appearances as the Angel of the Lord 

A. The appearances communicate grace. 

B. The appearances reveal constant activity – revealing, redeeming, covenanting, interceding, 

protecting, comforting, commissioning, and judging. 

C. The appearances diminish as the word increases. 

D. The appearances of Christ prepare the Church for Jesus. 

E. The appearances prepare Christ for His saving work. 

6. Appearances as the Glory of the Lord 

A. HE LEADS (Ex 13:21; 14:19) 

B. HE DEFENDS (Ex 14:19; 23:20-23; 1 Cor 10:1-9) 

C. HE COMMUNES (Ex 24:10-11) 

D. HE SPEAKS (Ex 33:9-11) 

E. HE SYMPATHIZES (Ex 33:14-15; Heb 4:15; Is 63:8-9)) 

F. HE COMMANDS (Ex 19:16-25; 24:16-18; Acts 7:38) 

G. HE ANTICIPATES (Ex 40:34-38; Jn 1:14; Lev 16:2; Ps 80:1) 

H. HE REVEALS (Ex 33:18; 34:5; Matt 17:5; Acts 1:11; Rev 1:7) 

Look up these passages that 

also describe appearances of 

the Angel of the Lord. What do 

we learn about the Angel’s 

character and role in these 

passages? 

 Numbers 22:22-38 

 Judges 2:1-3 

 Judges 6:11-24 

 Zechariah 1:12-21 

 Joshua 5:13-15 
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Look up these passages that also describe appearances of the Angel of the Lord. What do we learn 

about the Angel’s character and role in these passages? 

 Numbers 22:22-38 

 Judges 2:1-3 

 Judges 6:11-24 

 Zechariah 1:12-21 

 Joshua 5:13-15 

In John 8, Jesus made the statement that Abraham rejoiced to see His day.  

Earlier we asked the question, “Did Abraham meet the pre-incarnate Jesus?” Jesus’ enemies understood 

the implications of His statement and questioned him about it. They were so enraged by Jesus’ claim to 

be older than Abraham that they picked up stones to try and stone Him to death. 

“Did Moses ever meet the pre-incarnate Christ?” 

 


