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The Unveiling of the Kingdom of God 

NCAC Winter 2011 Adult Sunday School Class 

 

Lesson 5 Handout Notes:  Sorting Out the Ages 

 

Review Lesson 4 – Last week we: 

1. Explored the historical context following King David and Solomon as it relates to God's 

promises to David (remember the timeline). 

2. Identified Kingdom expectations among some Jewish groups leading up to the New 

Testament era. 

 

Lesson 5 Summary: 

1.  Determine when certain items emerged in history and discuss how we are able to know 

this. 

2.  Develop a diagram to show what characterizes the biblical concept of the present age and 

the future age to come 

3.  Consider some ways a right understanding of the biblical concept of these two ages 

should impact how we live. 

 

1. When did these things emerge in history? Determine which date should be associated 

with the items listed below.  What clues or factors helped in assigning dates to specific 

items? 

 

Handheld Mirror 

 

Hubble Space Telescope 

 

Eyeglasses 

 

Rear View Mirror 

 

Compound Microscope 

 

Telescope 

 

Electron Microscope 

4000 BC 

3000 BC 

2200 BC 

784 

1286 

1590 

1610 

1911 

1931 

1956 

1990 

1998 
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2 Develop a diagram to show what characterizes the biblical concept of the Present Age 

and the Future Age to Come 

 

Jesus and his followers spoke of the span of history in terms of two ages (see Mark 

10:29-30; Luke 20:34-36) 

 

In the diagram below, write the characteristics that describe both the Present Age and 

the Future Age to Come: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.a. Identify Characteristics of the Present Age from the passages below 

 

Galatians 1:3–4 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will 

of our God and Father. 

 

Ephesians 1:20-21 states that Jesus is enthroned far above all dominion "not only in this 

age, but also in the one to come" 

 

Ephesians 2:1–3 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once 

walked, following the course (age) of this world, following the prince of the power of the 

air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once 

lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and 

were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

 

Galatians 5:19–21 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, 

sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, 

The Present Age The Future Age to Come The Present Age The Future Age to Come 
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divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you 

before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:3–4 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 

perishing. In their case the god of this world (age) has blinded the minds of the 

unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 

the image of God. 

 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of 

difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, 

disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, 

without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, 

lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but 

denying its power. Avoid such people. 

 

 

2.b. Identify Characteristics of the Future Age to Come from the passages below: 

 

Matthew 19:16, 22-25 And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good 

deed must I do to have eternal life?" Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell 

what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 

follow me.”. . . When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great 

possessions. And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a 

rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”  When 

the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” 

 

Matthew 19:28–29 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the 

Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on 

twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or 

brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive 

a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. 

 

Mark 10:29–30 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or 

brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 

who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and 

mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.  

 

Romans 8:20–21 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of 

him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 

corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 
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2.c. Identify markers of the end of the Present Age and the start of the Future Age to Come: 

 

1. ______________________________ 

 

Matthew 24:3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, 

saying, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and 

of the end of the age?”  

 

Matthew 24:30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the 

tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 

heaven with power and great glory. 

 

 

2. ______________________________ 

 

Luke 20:34–36 And Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in 

marriage, but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the 

resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage, for they cannot die 

anymore, because they are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the 

resurrection.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 

of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 

command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And 

the dead in Christ will rise first. 

 

 

3.  ______________________________ 

 

Matthew 13:38-39, 43 (explaining parable of wheat and tares, 24-30) The weeds are the 

sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of 

the age, and the reapers are angels. . . .they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin 

and all law breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. . . .Then the righteous will 

shine like the sun in the kingdom of their father. 
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Matthew 13:49–50 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 

separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

 

3. Consider some ways a right understanding of the biblical concept of these two ages 

should impact how we live. 

 

3.a  What do the following passages call us to do in light of the approaching end of this 

Present Age and beginning of the Future Age to Come? 

 

Philippians 3:20–21 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the 

power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

 

2 Peter 3:11–13 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought 

you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the 

day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the 

heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for 

new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

 

Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 

training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 

upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of 

the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture Quotations from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version unless otherwise noted. 


