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The Unveiling of the Kingdom of God 

NCAC Winter 2011 Adult Sunday School Class 

 

Lesson 6 Notes Handout:  Overlapping the Ages 

 

Lesson 5 Review: 

1. Determined when certain items emerged in history and discussed how we are able to 

know this. 

2. Developed a diagram to show what characterizes the biblical concept of the present age 

and the future age to come 

3. Considered some ways a right understanding of the biblical concept of these two ages 

should impact how we live. 

 

Lesson 6 Summary: 

1. Explore the possibilities that arise with the prospect of bringing the future into the 

present. 

2. Consider the connection of the person of Jesus to the Future Age to Come and the 

Kingdom of God. 

3. Reflect on the significance of the in-breaking of the Kingdom of God into the Present 

Evil Age for the follower of Jesus today. 

 

 

1. Explore the possibilities that arise with the prospect of bringing the future into the 

present. 

 

The intriguing prospect of traveling back in time has long captivated the imagination of 

many.  A number of works on this theme appeared in America in the late 19th century, 

including The Time Machine by H. G. Wells (1895) and Mark Twain's novel A 

Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court (1889) 

 

1.a. Suggest ways a person might use modern day knowledge if they found themselves 

living back in time around 1000 AD, centuries before the industrial revolution, 

modern medicine, wireless communication, and space exploration. 

 

What are the possible outcomes?  Would it be a good thing or a bad thing?  If you 

were that person, how would you prioritize your time and energies? 

 

 

2. Consider the connection of the person of Jesus to the Future Age to Come and the 

Kingdom of God. 
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2.a. Revise the Diagram of the Ages to reflect the Future Age being on a higher plane than 

the Present Age 

 

 

 

 

2.b. Determine what the following verses indicate about when the Kingdom of God will 

come.  How might we revise our diagram to reflect what these verses teach? 

 

Mark 1:14–15 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the 

gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 

repent and believe in the gospel.” 

 

Matthew 4:17, 23 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.”. . .  And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and 

every affliction among the people. 

 

Luke 4:16–21 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his 

custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. And the 

scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 

where it was written,  

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 

news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of 

sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the 

Lord’s favor.”  

The Future Age to Come 

The Present   Evil Age C 

Sin/Evil, Bondage, 

Satan, Blindness, 

Decay, Death 

Righteousness, Salvation, 

Kingdom of God,  

New Creation, Eternal Life 

Return of Christ 

Resurrection 

Day of Judgment 
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And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes 

of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today this 

Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

2.c. In groups of 3-4 identify three things associated with the present age in the following 

passages that are going to be destroyed by Christ.  Next to each item write when the 

destruction is said to take place? 

 

1.    

2.    

3.    

 

 

1 Corinthians 15:17, 22–26 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you 

are still in your sins. . . . 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 

alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who 

belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the 

Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign 

until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

 

Revelation 20:7–10, 14 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released 

from his prison 8 and will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of 

the earth, . . . fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil who had 

deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire. . . . 14 Then Death and Hades were 

thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 

 

Hebrews 2:14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 

partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the 

power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were 

subject to lifelong slavery. 

 

Romans 6:9–14 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 

death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for 

all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to 

sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to 

make you obey its passions. . . . 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are 

not under law but under grace. 

 

Revelation 21:1 21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 

the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. . . . 27 But nothing unclean will 

ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are 

written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
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2.d. Examine the significance of following passages from the synoptic Gospels that link the 

proclamation of the good news of the Kingdom of God with particular activities of 

Jesus and his disciples. 

 

Underline what kinds of activity are associated with the proclamation of the Kingdom 

of God?   

 

Matthew 4:23–24 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction 

among the people. 24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all 

the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, 

epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them.;  

 

Mark 1:14–15, 34 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the 

gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 

repent and believe in the gospel.” . . . 34 And he healed many who were sick with various 

diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would not permit the demons to speak, 

because they knew him. 

 

Luke 10:9, 17-18 Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come 

near to you.’ . . .  17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons 

are subject to us in your name!” 18 And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning 

from heaven. 

 

Matthew 12:24–29 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the 

kingdom of God has come upon you. 29 Or how can someone enter a strong man’s house 

and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder 

his house. 

 

Compose a preliminary summary of what the good news of the Kingdom of God is in 

connection with the person of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.e. Compare this good news of the Kingdom to the good news Paul speaks of in 

1 Corinthians 15:1-4? How are they related to or different from each other? 

 

1 Corinthians 15:1–4 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to 

you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you 

hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to 
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you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 

with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 

accordance with the Scriptures, 

 

3. Reflect on the significance of the in-breaking of the Kingdom of God into the Present 

Evil Age for the follower of Jesus today. 

 

Last week we saw that we must wait for fullness of the Kingdom of God and the Future 

Age to Come when sin, Satan and death will be completely destroyed.  That waiting 

involves renouncing ungodliness and living for righteousness. 

 

Today we discovered that even though we must wait for a final consummation, in the 

person of Jesus Christ the reality of the Kingdom of God can be experienced in the 

Present Evil Age.  Hebrews 6:5 speaks of having tasted "the powers of the age to come." 

The defeat of sin, Satan and death has already been established in the life, death and 

resurrection of Christ.   

 

3.a. Highlight some things in the following passages you could mention to encourage 

another believer based on the fact that Christ has already triumphed over Satan, sin, 

and death. 

 

Romans 6:5–10 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was 

crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 

would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 

8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We 

know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he 

lives he lives to God. 

 

Hebrews 2:14–15 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself 

likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has 

the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death 

were subject to lifelong slavery. 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

 

All Scripture Quotations from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version unless otherwise noted. 


