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Week 3 – Servants Seeking God’s Best for Others 

Scripture Reflection:  

Philippians 2:3-4 

[3] Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 

significant than yourselves. [4] Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also 

to the interests of others. (ESV) 

1. How do you “count others as more significant than yourself”? 

 

2. How has your “selfish ambition” interfered with this aim? 

 

3. What do you make of the inclusion of both our own interests as well as others’ in 

verse 4? 

 

I love how multiples times in scripture God uses our abundant self-infatuation as the 

goal post to establish a quantity of thoughtfulness or affection we ought to maintain for 

others. God builds on the universal self-centeredness that we all seem to have, instead of 

saying you ought to care this much or that big, He just asks us to duplicate the concern 

we have for ourselves to others.  

Slide 

Last week we talked about why we had good reason to be humble before God. 

Specifically, we talked about the three practices of a spiritual beggar.  

1. Continually Refill Our Awe of God 

2. Think About Our Sin Correctly 

3. Live in Constant Dependence on the Gospel 

After we make peace the fact that God is exponentially greater than us in every way, the 

next hurdle for us to tackle is how we see ourselves relative to other human beings.  
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Disciples Are Servants: 

Disciples are servants who want God’s best for others regardless of how it reflects on 

them. 

Let’s explore this together by looking at the Scriptures… I want to point us toward a 

response that Jesus gave two disciples who wanted to be honored ahead of the other 

disciples. 
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Mark 10:35-45 

[35] And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, 

“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” [36] And he said to 

them, “What do you want me to do for you?” [37] And they said to him, “Grant us 

to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” [38] Jesus said to 

them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I 

drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” [39] And 

they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you 

will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 

[40] but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for 

those for whom it has been prepared.”  
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[41] And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 

[42] And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who 

are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 

exercise authority over them. [43] But it shall not be so among you. But whoever 

would be great among you must be your servant, [44] and whoever would be first 

among you must be slave of all. [45] For even the Son of Man came not to be 

served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (ESV) 
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1. What is contrasted in verse 42 and 43? 

(The pattern of the world with the pattern of God’s people.) 

 

2. What would it look like to “lord” something over someone in your 

context (vs. 42)? 

 

3. What kingdom value does Jesus establish in His followers? 

(Greatness through servitude.) 
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Jesus turned many cultural norms upside down when He came and taught what 

the kingdom of God was like. Here we have a great example of this. Two guys 

looking to have positions of honor next to Jesus. Jesus says if you want to be 

honored you must become a servant. 

In contrast with those who don’t know Jesus, we are motivated by kingdom 

based values. The honor that Jesus offer to these two disciples is not one that 

they will receive on this side of eternity. Jesus says you want to receive honor? 

Then serve. 
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This is how humility is achieved, not by seeing ourselves as equal or lesser than someone 

else but by choosing to live as a servant to others.  

Slide 

It is hard to focus on how you are better than someone else while trying to be a servant 

and slave to that person. 

As a servant of Christ I want God’s best for others. I believe that humility expresses itself 

in wanting God’s best for others despite the social cost that comes to them.  

Humility might mean serving others by forfeiting a positive reputation that might 

be well deserved.  

Humility might be gaining a negative reputation that might be undeserved.  

Humility chooses to value what is best for others regardless of those kinds of 

costs. 

When I adopt this aim it should shift my relationship with other people in a direction of 

humility. When I desire for God to bless someone, and He does, I shouldn’t experience 

jealousy but rather gladness. I should want to celebrate the blessing as victory not 

mourn or pout as though it were somehow a loss.  
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The Marriage of Love and Humility 

Love and humility are intertwined and inseparable. They both involved self-sacrifice and 

others mindedness. Truly it is love for others which I believe enables our humility. 

Because love does what is best regardless of cost, it naturally extends into social costs as 
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well. So I believe when we look at the Biblical call to love others we naturally stumble 

into a call to act in humility toward one another. 

Read what Romans 12 says is the application of brotherly love… 

Slide 

Romans 12:9-21 

[9] Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. [10] Love 

one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. [11] 

Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. [12] Rejoice in hope, 

be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. [13] Contribute to the needs of 

the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

[14] Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. [15] Rejoice 

with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. [16] Live in harmony with one 

another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your 

own sight.  
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 [17] Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the 

sight of all. [18] If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

[19] Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is 

written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” [20] To the contrary, “if 

your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for 

by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” [21] Do not be overcome 

by evil, but overcome evil with good. (ESV) 
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1. What similarities can you identify between love and humility 

according to Romans 12? 

 

2. This passage addresses how we’re to treat both fellow believers and 

those who persecute believers. How is humility/love expressed to 

each of these types of people? 

 

3. How have you modeled these behaviors in recent social encounters 

that you have had? 
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A Helpful Tool to Help Shift Your Perspective 

Look for God at Work 

1 Corinthians 1:4-9 

[4] I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 

that was given you in Christ Jesus, [5] that in every way you were enriched 

in him in all speech and all knowledge—[6] even as the testimony about 

Christ was confirmed among you—[7] so that you are not lacking in any 

gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, [8] who will 

sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. [9] 

God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. (ESV) 

This passage is extraordinary because Paul was about to address this 

church as failing in the following areas: 

 Serious Doctrinal Error, drifting from the centrality of the cross. 

 Divisions in the Church 

 Immorality tolerated 

 Suing each other, 

 Drunk at communion, 

 Abusing their spiritual gifts, 

 Even opposing Paul’s apostolic authority. 

These guys were an absolute mess. But Paul is able to begin with a 

humble acknowledgement and even celebration of God’s work in their 

lives. 

CJ Mahaney in his book refers to this as the habit of looking for evidences of 

grace.  

This takes the habit of focusing on what is missing and attempts to replace it with 

observing what is there. In other words, look at others for specific sightings of 

God at work. That may not mean we ignore what is missing, as Paul certainly 

doesn’t but it adjusts our humility to acknowledge that the same God at work in 

us is at work in them. This means on a practical level I’m not thinking about how 

much better I am than someone else. Instead I am focusing on how much of God 

I can see in their lives. 
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Mahaney encourages us to use the fruits of the Spirit found in Galatians 5 and 

the gifts of the Spirit found in Romans, Corinthians, Ephesians as good identifiers 

of God at work in the lives of others.  
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When we discover evidence of God at work in the lives of others, it will help us to 

see them as we ought to see ourselves: people who are, by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, being made into the likeness of Jesus. 

Perhaps if you are struggling with humility towards other this practice of seeing 

God’s grace manifesting in others can be a way to start a different type of 

thinking within you. 

 

I want to spend the rest of our time talking about how our humility can be expressed 

within our interactions and attitudes of daily life. 
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How Servants Walk In Humility: 

Be Quick to Show Mercy and Forgiveness: 

This is where we encounter our first beatitude this week. 

Matthew 5:7 

[7] “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. (ESV) 

Humility has many opportunities to display itself in forgiveness. When people 

wrong us they are in a sense in debt to us. Humility freely releases them from 

that debt.  

God showed His mercy to us when He did not give us the death we deserved and 

instead absorbed God’s wrath through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. 
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Peter asked Jesus about the limits of forgiveness and the following parable was told. 

Matthew 18:21-35 

[21] Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” [22] Jesus said to him, “I 

do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
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[23] “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 

to settle accounts with his servants. [24] When he began to settle, one was 

brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. [25] And since he could not 

pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he 

had, and payment to be made. [26] So the servant fell on his knees, imploring 

him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ [27] And out of pity 

for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt.  
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 [28] But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants 

who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, 

saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ [29] So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with 

him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ [30] He refused and went and 

put him in prison until he should pay the debt. [31] When his fellow servants saw 

what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported 

to their master all that had taken place.  
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 [32] Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 

forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. [33] And should not you 

have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ [34] And in anger 

his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. [35] So 

also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother from your heart.” (ESV) 
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1. Is it appropriate for us to demand justice from others towards us? 

 

2. Based on the content of Jesus’ parable, what is the answer to Peter’s 

question in verse 21?  

 

 

3. How is our forgiveness of others an expression of humility? 

(Wanting what is best for others.) 

 

Our mouths are powerful revealers of our hearts and minds. The book of Proverbs 

reminds us of this in … 

Proverbs 18:21 
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[21] Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat 

its fruits. (ESV) 

Our next two opportunities to act with humility towards others addresses our speech. In 

the beatitudes we see this show up again in verse 9 of Matthew 5. 

Slide 

Be A Peacemaker: 

 Matthew 5:9 

[9] “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” (ESV) 

God identifies those who are peacemakers as His sons. Remember these 

beatitudes aren’t a choose your own adventure list, they are a description of the 

kind of people who are genuinely saved.  
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What does it look like to be a peacemaker? I believe the following two Scriptures 

help us answer this question. 

Proverbs 15:1 

[1] A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. (ESV) 

James 3:16-18 

[16] For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder 

and every vile practice. [17] But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial 

and sincere. [18] And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those 

who make peace. (ESV) 
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1. How do we become peacemakers? (What is a “soft answer?”) 

 

2. Why is peacemaking difficult at times? 

 

3. According to these verses, what characteristics are listed alongside 

being peaceable? 

 

4. What characteristics do we see that we have previously identified in 

our study of humility? Why does it seem that these characteristics 

cluster together? 
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Encourage Others: 

Earlier we spoke about humility being expressed in wanting God’s best for others 

regardless of how it reflects on ourselves. When we seek to put this into practice 

with our speech we will find ourselves in the practice of encouragement. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:11-22 

[11] Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are 

doing. [12] We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are 

over you in the Lord and admonish you, [13] and to esteem them very highly in 

love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. [14] And we urge you, 

brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be 

patient with them all. [15] See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always 

seek to do good to one another and to everyone. [16] Rejoice always, [17] pray 

without ceasing, [18] give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you. [19] Do not quench the Spirit. [20] Do not despise 

prophecies, [21] but test everything; hold fast what is good. [22] Abstain from 

every form of evil. (ESV) 
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1. What behaviors does Paul give to these believers as a blueprint for 

encouragement? 

 

2. What appears to be the goal of encouragement? 

 

 

This brings us to our last application of humility among men. Which is receiving encouragement 

from others. Of course kind words are easy to receive but what about correction and rebuke? 
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Accept Correction: 

 Proverbs 12:15 

[15] The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice. (ESV) 

An important part of behaving with humility is not just what we give but what we receive. 

Are you eager to receive correction from others?  
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If you are like me, you might wrestle with who you receive correction from. There are 

those I trust, those I respect, and for the most part when they speak I give their words 

weight. But what about those who I struggle to respect? Those who I don’t trust as 

much? 

Humility doesn’t ask if someone is good enough to criticize you. That is pride and 

rebellion. We are avoiding the uncomfortably of admitting our failing and hiding behind 

the weaknesses of others. 

In my desire to grow in this area I have been trying to apply the following model in 

accepting criticism. It isn’t specifically Biblical but I think it applies Biblical principles. I’ll 

share it with you and if you like you can use it. 
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Questions I Ask When I Receive Correction: 

 What is the correction? 

Sometimes in an attempt to communicate feelings and emotions 

complicate communication, so what is the issue(s) they are wanting me to 

correct? 

Sometimes they are available to clarify sometimes I must try and discern 

this on my own. 
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   To what extent is the criticism valid? 

I am a great justifier. So my tendency is to simply prove your accusation 

wrong by undermining its validity. In order to avoid that justification, I try 

and start from the position of an advocate. I ask in what way is this 

criticism right? 

Another filter to run criticisms through is of course the Scriptures. I ought 

to attempt to match up Scriptural precepts with the issues being raised. 

Again I try to work from the angle of supporting the correction rather 

than dismissing it. 
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   How can I address this issue? 

Depending on the specific criticism; I may need to restore relationship, 

stop doing something, start doing something, etc. 
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I have found that no matter the source these questions help me to make the most use 

out of criticism. I hope they might help you in your pursuit of humility the next time you 

are the recipient of correction. 
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When this process gets difficult remember… Proverbs 27:6 

[6] Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy. (ESV) 

Since we all need to grow in our Christlikeness, we should see correction as an 

opportunity to grow, not as a condemnation of our progress so far. 


