
Grow Up! 

September 23, 2018  

 

Open:  How have you experienced love (in big or small ways) from someone else this week?  

Read:  1 Peter 1:22-2:3 

Discuss: 

1. Peter has been building a logical case for why our faith ought to affect our behavior. Looking 

back what truths has Peter established up this point in this letter?  

2. Verses 13 through 17 speak of our pattern of conduct, which Peter builds upon in verse 22. 

How does Christian faith result in us loving others? In what way does Christian love look distinct 

from love expressed by those who are not in a Gospel-dependent relationship with God? 

3. Verse 23 begins with ‘since’, indicating that what follows serves as a reason or basis for loving 

one another earnestly from the heart. What reason do verses 23 through 25 provide for doing 

this? Since the Word of God remains forever, how should we view its value? How would you 

describe the current role the Word of God plays in your daily living?  

4. What does Peter want us to do when he calls us to long for the pure spiritual milk in 1 Peter 

2:2? How might verse 14 be a contrast to longing for spiritual milk? 

5. In verse one Peter gives us a pretty specific list of behaviors that ought to not be descriptive of 

our behavior. Look up the definitions for each of these words specifically. Offer a simplified 

definition of each of these behaviors. What antonyms for these words would describe 

appropriate conduct for those who have experienced the freedom of the Gospel? 

Malice:           

Deceit: 

Hypocrisy: 

Envy: 

Slander: 

6. What are some specific activities we can participate in that will help us ‘grow up’ by means of 

the Word of God? What have you found to be the most impactful of these for creating 

sustained growth?  

Apply: What behavior can you focus on this week in order to pursue spiritual maturity? 

Pray:   Pray that Neighborhood Church would be a people who are always growing in knowledge and 

in love for God and others. 



1 Peter 1:22-2:3.  
  
 

[22] Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one 

another earnestly from a pure heart, [23] since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of 

imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; [24] for 

 

 “All flesh is like grass 

  and all its glory like the flower of grass. 

 The grass withers, 

  and the flower falls, 

 [25] but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 

  

 And this word is the good news that was preached to you.   

 

 [1] So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. [2] Like newborn infants, 

long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— [3] if indeed you have tasted 

that the Lord is good. (ESV) 


