
Always Prepared! 

October 21, 2018  

 

Open:  How do you typically prepare for conversations that you anticipate having?  

Read:  1 Peter 3:8-17 

Discuss: 

1. In verse 8 Peter gives five commands regarding how we are to relate to other believers. How 

would you explain each of these commands in your own words? Which of them is easiest for 

you to practice? Which is hardest? 

2. In verses 9-12, Peter gives instructions for how to respond to mistreatment or insult. What 

does Peter tell us to not do when mistreated or insulted? What does he tell us to do instead? 

How do Peter’s instructions compare with the way you’re prone to respond to an insult? 

3. Read through all of Psalm 34, part of which is quoted by Peter here in 1:10-12. According to 

Psalm 34, who does God help? What behavior does the author of Psalm 34 encourage? How 

does this relate to what Peter is saying in 1 Peter 3?  

4. Although the recipients of Peter’s letter may have been tempted to fear persecution, what 

reasons does Peter give in verses 12-17 for why they should not fear? What additional reasons 

might you give for why we should not fear persecution? (Read Matthew 5:1-10.) 

5. In light of the context about not fearing those who mistreat us, what does it mean to “honor 

Christ the Lord as holy”? How would doing this impact our conversations and behaviors? 

6. In verse 15, Peter speaks of giving a reason for the hope that is within us. How does this fit 

with the immediate context and with the theme of Peter’s letter? How would you explain the 

reason for the hope within you?  

7. From 15b-16, how does Peter describe the way in which we’re to give a defense for our faith? 

What does this look like practically—that is, what would giving a defense of our faith in this 

way require that we do and not do? How could such a presentation of the Gospel result in 

“shame” for those who revile the “good behavior” of Christians (v. 16)? 

Apply: How can you prepare yourself this week to have Gospel-oriented conversations? 

Pray:   Pray that we will be people who are always prepared to give a reason for our hope in Christ.     



1 Peter 3:8-17. 
  
 

[8] Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. 

[9] Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were 

called, that you may obtain a blessing. [10] For 

 

 “Whoever desires to love life 

  and see good days, 

 let him keep his tongue from evil 

  and his lips from speaking deceit; 

 [11] let him turn away from evil and do good; 

  let him seek peace and pursue it. 

 [12] For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 

  and his ears are open to their prayer. 

 But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

  

[13] Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? [14] But even if you should suffer 

for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, [15] but in your 

hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 

you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, [16] having a good 

conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be 

put to shame. [17] For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing 

evil. (ESV) 


