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Open:   What are some typical things people might feel shame for in the American culture?    

Read: 2 Timothy 1:8-18 

Discuss:   

1. Paul tells Timothy in verse 8 to “not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord.” What do 

verses 9-10 tell us about this testimony of Jesus? What other key truths might you add that 

are essential components of the testimony of Jesus? 

2. Why might Timothy have had reason to “be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord”? 

What might have given him reason to be ashamed of Paul, at the time in prison (v. 8)? What 

could cause us today to “be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord”?   

3. What would you anticipate would be the cultural response to you calling yourself a Christian? 

To you attending church? To you faithfully proclaiming the Gospel? How might these 

different responses affect our behavior?  

4. In verse 12, what reasons does Paul give that allow him to not be ashamed of the testimony 

of Jesus? How are these reasons still effective for us today?  

5. In verses 13-14, what plan does Paul outline for Timothy to remain faithful to the testimony 

of our Lord? What is the “good deposit entrusted to us”? How do we “guard” this deposit?  

6. Verse 15 reveals that some had turned away from Paul. Why can we be tempted to turn away 

from someone else who is being bold about the gospel?  

7. How does Onesiphorus’ behavior contrast with the behavior of Phygelus and Hermogenes (v. 

16-18)? Who are the bold Pauls of today? How can we, like Onesiphorus, not only not be 

ashamed of them, but seek to “refresh” them (v. 16)? 

8. What additional truths do we find in verses 16-18 that should encourage us to not be 

ashamed of the gospel?   

Apply:  What opportunities could you take advantage of this week to be bold with the Gospel? 

Pray:  Pray that God would strengthen us to take advantage of the opportunities He provides.  



 

 

2 Timothy 1:8-18  

8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in 

suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 9 who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not 

because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ 

Jesus before the ages began, 10 and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our 

Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 

gospel, 11 for which I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, 12 which is why I suffer as I 

do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that he is able to 

guard until that day what has been entrusted to me. 13 Follow the pattern of the sound words that 

you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 By the Holy Spirit who dwells 

within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you. 

15 You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom are Phygelus and 

Hermogenes. 16 May the Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed 

me and was not ashamed of my chains, 17 but when he arrived in Rome he searched for me earnestly 

and found me— 18 may the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that day!—and you well 

know all the service he rendered at Ephesus. (ESV) 


