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Open:  Who do you think is most impacted by the choices in your life?    

Read & Discuss:  3 John: 1-15. 

1. From verses 3-8, how would you describe the nature of Gaius’ ministry? What motivations does 

Paul give Gaius for why he should continue serving as he is? What would it look like for us to 

serve like Gaius in our context? 

2. Diotrephes is rebuked for being prideful, disruptive, inhospitable and coercive (vv. 9-10).  What 

other destructive behaviors are present in the church today that follow the same bad example? 

What are some ways we can avoid falling into such traps ourselves? How might we encourage 

others out of harmful behavior? 

3. Paul rejoiced to hear that Gaius was “walking in the truth” (v. 3). Diotrephes clearly wasn’t (vv. 

9-10). How have you been impacted by observing the lives of other believers—good or bad? 

What does this suggest about the importance of seeking to walk in the truth ourselves? 

4. Verse 11 calls us to “imitate good.” This is a strong theme in Scripture. (See 1 Cor. 4:16, 11:1; 

Phil. 3:17; 1 Thes. 1:6, 2:14; 2 Thes. 3:7; 3:9; Heb. 6:12, 13:7.) In what ways have you imitated the 

good in others?   

5. Demetrius is said to receive a good testimony “from everyone” and “from the truth” (v. 12). 

What’s the difference between each of these two sources? Who is someone you know who 

could be said to have a good testimony from everyone and from the truth? 

6. Looking at verses 2-4 as well as 12-15, how would you describe the nature of the relationships 

within the Christian community or network that Paul was a part of? How does this compare or 

contrast to your relationship with other believers? What could you do to help foster this sort of 

interaction within your Christian community?  

Apply: Based on your study of 3 John, what’s one practical step you can take to better “walk in the 

truth” before other believers this week? 

Pray:   Pray that as church family we would be characterized by humility and hospitality.  



3 John 

 

1 The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. 

2 Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with 

your soul. 3 For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came and testified to your truth, as indeed you are 

walking in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. 

5 Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers, strangers as they are, 6 who 

testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send them on their journey in a 

manner worthy of God. 7 For they have gone out for the sake of the name, accepting nothing from the 

Gentiles. 8 Therefore we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow workers for the 

truth. 

9 I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does not 

acknowledge our authority. 10 So if I come, I will bring up what he is doing, talking wicked nonsense 

against us. And not content with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers, and also stops those who 

want to and puts them out of the church. 

11 Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good is from God; whoever does evil 

has not seen God. 12 Demetrius has received a good testimony from everyone, and from the truth 

itself. We also add our testimony, and you know that our testimony is true. 

13 I had much to write to you, but I would rather not write with pen and ink. 14 I hope to see you soon, 

and we will talk face to face. 

15 Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends, each by name.  (ESV) 

 

 


