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Open:  Why is knowing the truth important to you? 

Read:  2 John: 1-13 

Discuss: 

1. The first four verses of this letter include the word “truth” five times. What truth does John 

seem to have in mind? How is it that this truth “abides in us and will be with us forever” (v. 2)?  

2. In verses 5-6, John emphasizes the need for believers to love one another. Why do you think 

John might emphasize this in the midst of a letter predominately focused on the true Gospel? 

3. In verse 7 John speaks of a heresy concerning Christ that was present in that day. In verse 8, he 

tells them to watch themselves. As believers, how do we “watch ourselves” concerning heresy? 

4. Read 1 John 3:23. How does the true Gospel involve both our understanding and our behavior? 

In what ways did Jesus walk in both truth and love? What, then, does it look like for us to walk 

in both truth and love? (Be as practical as you can—consider your church life, your marriage, 

your friendships, your parenting, your work, and your neighborhood.) 

5. What might characterize the person who walks in truth and not in love? What might 

characterize the person who walks in love and not in truth? What are the dangers of each? 

6. Which do you think you’re more tempted to neglect—walking in truth or walking in love? How 

can we encourage one another to walk in both truth and love? Why do you think truth and 

love are connected in the Bible? 

7. Verse 10 has been misunderstood to mean that we should not allow anyone with false doctrine 

into our home, while its true intent is that we not facilitate the ministry of false teachers. What 

cautions might John give to us today regarding our relationship with false teachers?  

8. Based on verses 1-3 and 12-13, how would you describe the nature of the fellowship that 

existed between John (the author of this letter) and these believers? How do you see John 

demonstrating a commitment to both truth and love in the way he wrote this letter? 

Apply:  How will you apply the lesson of 2 John to your life this week? 

Pray:  Pray that God would make us a church family who walk in both truth and love. 



2 John 
 
1 The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all who 

know the truth, 2 because of the truth that abides in us and will be with us forever: 

3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Father's Son, 

in truth and love. 

4 I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as we were commanded by 

the Father. 5 And now I ask you, dear lady—not as though I were writing you a new commandment, 

but the one we have had from the beginning—that we love one another. 6 And this is love, that we 

walk according to his commandments; this is the commandment, just as you have heard from the 

beginning, so that you should walk in it.  

7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus 

Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist. 8 Watch yourselves, so that you may 

not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward. 9 Everyone who goes on ahead and does 

not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides in the teaching has both the 

Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him 

into your house or give him any greeting,11 for whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works. 

12 Though I have much to write to you, I would rather not use paper and ink. Instead I hope to come to 

you and talk face to face, so that our joy may be complete. 

13 The children of your elect sister greet you. (ESV) 

 

1 John 3:23 

And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 

another, just as he has commanded us. (ESV) 

 

 


