
THEOLOGY FOR LIFE                       TFL 2019f:1 

NCAC Sunday School Class  Fall 2019                            T. Brad Manley   
based on Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem (chapter 57) 
The New Heavens and New Earth 
 
 

Overall Class Objective:  To intensify our pursuit of a God-centered, Gospel-based life through a deeper 
understanding of the character and work of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  
 

 

Class Overview 
 

1. Discuss the danger of understating the Gospel in view of the new heavens and new earth. 
2. Understand how the new heaven and new earth complete the story of the Bible. 
3. Explain God’s ultimate goal in bringing about the new heavens and new earth. 
4. Examine the scope of sin’s effects as reflected in God’s intent to renew all things. 
5. Discover the way in which the Gospel is exalted by the promise of the new heaven and new earth. 
6. Delineate what the resurrection of Jesus reveals about the new heavens and new earth. 
7. Determine the relationship between the present heavens and earth and the new heavens and earth. 
8. Consider the nature of our existence in the new heavens and earth. 

 

 

 
 

 

Notes 

1) Discuss the danger of understating the Gospel in view of the new heavens and new earth. 
 

a) For many folks who have a conservative Christian background, the essence of the Gospel is trusting in 

the sacrificial work of Jesus so that one might be able to go to heaven when one dies. 

b) Though containing elements of truth, such a view has multiple problems including: 

i) Viewing the work of Jesus as something done only for the salvation of individuals. 

ii) Defining the Christian life in terms of a distant future. 

iii) Based on this view one could easily infer the believer’s faith has little relevance to this earthly life. 

iv) Implying that a heaven somewhere removed from earth is the final abode of God’s people. 
 

2) Understand how the new heavens and new earth complete the story of the Bible. 

a) The first coming of the second (or last) Adam (1 Cor. 15:45) begins the reversal of the effects of the 

first Adam. 

i) The first Adam disobeyed the law of God.  Genesis 3 

ii) The second Adam perfectly obeyed the law of God.  Hebrews 2:18 

iii) The first Adam brings upon the creation the curse of sin and death and with it, every 

form of sorrow.  Genesis 3:17ff 

iv) The second Adam in his death and resurrection breaks the power of sin and death.  

Romans 7:4-6 

v) The first Adam destroyed the right relationship between God and man and in judgment 

is cast out of the garden of God.  Genesis 3:22-24 

vi) The second Adam absorbs the full judgment of God against sin restoring the means of 

relationship with God.  Romans 5:1 

b) With the second coming of the second Adam the renewal will be made complete. 



i) The previously cursed creation will be made new.  Revelation 21:5 

ii) The presence of sin and death and sorrow will be removed.  Revelation 21:4 

iii) The renewed earth will be joined with the new heavens as God comes to make his dwelling with his 

people.  Revelation 21:2, 3 

iv) By inhabiting this new dwelling, humanity will be restored to the perfect environment which Adam 

ruined and from which he was cast out. 
 

3) Explain God’s ultimate goal in bringing about the new heavens and new earth. 

a) Creation reflects God’s plan to dwell with people. 

i) So God created man in his own image, 

    in the image of God he created him; 

    male and female he created them.  Genesis 1:27  

ii) And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the 

man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 

garden. Genesis 3:8 

b) The Tabernacle/Temple is intended to be a means for God to dwell with his people. 

i) And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.  Exodus 25:8 

ii) I will dwell among the people of Israel and will be their God. And they shall know that I am the Lord 

their God, who brought them out of the land of Egypt that I might dwell among them. I am the Lord 

their God.  Exodus 29:45, 46 

c) The coming of Jesus is a manifestation of God’s intention to dwell with his people. 

i) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  John 1:14 

d) The coming of the Holy Spirit is continued evidence of God’s resolve to dwell with his people. 

i) For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will make my dwelling among them and 

walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  2 Corinthians 6:16 

e) The new heavens and new earth is the culmination of God’s plan to dwell with his people. 

i) Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 

and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their God.  Rev. 21:1-3 

4) Examine the scope of sin’s effects as reflected in God’s intent to renew all things. 

a) The material earth is cursed. 

i) And to Adam he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 

          and have eaten of the tree 



of which I commanded you, 

          ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 

cursed is the ground because of you; 

          in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 

         and you shall eat the plants of the field.  Genesis 3:17, 18 

b) Human physiology and psychology are cursed. 

i) To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 

    in pain you shall bring forth children. 

Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, 

    but he shall rule over you.”   Genesis 3:16 

ii) And to Adam he said, 

“. . . cursed is the ground because of you; 

          in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life. . .  Genesis 3:17 

iii) The heart is deceitful above all things, 

and desperately sick; 

who can understand it?  Jeremiah 17:6 

iv) He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”  Rev. 21:4 

v) For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was 

subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation 

itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 

childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in 

this hope we were saved.  Romans 8:19-24a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


