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THEOLOGY FOR LIFE                         TFL 2019f:3 

NCAC Sunday School Class  Fall 2019                            T. Brad Manley   
based on Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem (chapter 57) 
The New Heavens and New Earth 
 
 

Overall Class Objective:  To intensify our pursuit of a God-centered, Gospel-based life through a deeper 
understanding of the character and work of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  
 

 

Class Overview 
 

1. Discuss the danger of understating the Gospel in view of the new heavens and new earth. 
2. Understand how the new heaven and new earth complete the story of the Bible. 
3. Explain God’s ultimate goal in bringing about the new heavens and new earth. 
4. Examine the scope of sin’s effects as reflected in God’s intent to renew all things. 
5. Discover the way in which the Gospel is exalted by the promise of the new heaven and new earth. 
6. Delineate what the resurrection of Jesus reveals about the new heavens and new earth. 
7. Determine the relationship between the present heavens and earth and the new heavens and earth. 
8. Consider the nature of our existence in the new heavens and earth. 

 

 

 
 

 

Notes 

6) Delineate what the resurrection of Jesus reveals about the new heavens and new earth. 

a) At the zenith of the creation God made incarnate human beings whom he pronounced to be good. 

i) 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.  Genesis 1:31 

ii) 26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. . . .                            

27 So God created man in his own image, 

    in the image of God he created him; 

    male and female he created them.  Genesis 1:26, 27 

b) The Messiah is described in human terms in the Old Testament. 

i) Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

shall call his name Immanuel.  Isaiah 7:14 (cf. Matt. 1:22, 23) 

ii) 2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

    and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

    and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, 

    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  Isaiah 53:2, 3 

c) The Messiah’s birth, following prophetic signals, indicates an incarnate redeemer. 

i) 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 

name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 
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Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  Luke 1:31-33 

ii) 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 

law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.  

Galatians 4:4, 5 

iii) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  John 1:14 

d) After the resurrection, Jesus retains a visible human body. 

i) 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now the 

third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.  John 21:13, 

14 

ii) 30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 
31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. . . . 35 Then they told what had happened 

on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.  Luke 24:30, 35 

iii) 36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, 

“Peace to you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38 And he 

said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and 

my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see 

that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And while 

they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 
42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate before them.   Luke 24:36-42 

iv) 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 

accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he 

appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 

some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to 

one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  1 Corinthians 15:3-8 

e) In the Christian understanding, the body is not bad but good and something in which God takes 

pleasure. 

i) 13 The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 And 

God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are 

members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a 

prostitute? Never! . . . 18 Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside 

the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that 

your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your 

own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.  1 Corinthians 6;13, 15, 18-20 

f) The New Testament teaching regarding the physical resurrection of the body is  clear. 
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i) For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his.  Romans 6:5 

ii) If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from 

the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.  Romans 8:11 

iii) 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until 

now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 

inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope 

we were saved.  Romans 8:22-24a 

iv) 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will 

transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to 

subject all things to himself.  Philippians 3:20, 21 

v) 50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 

perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we 

shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 

will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable 

body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.  1 Corinthians 

15:50-53 

vi) Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 

when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.  1 John 3:2 

g) The second Adam (Jesus) reverses the effects of the first Adam who, before the fall, was assigned 

physical work. 

i) Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the 

earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.  Genesis 1:26 

ii) 15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And 

the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but 

of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it 

you shall surely die.”  Genesis 1:15-17 

h) Activities mentioned in the new heavens and new earth suggest a very physical existence. 

i) Jesus will once again drink wine with his disciples in the heavenly kingdom. Luke 22:18 

ii) Eating and drinking will occur at the marriage supper of the Lamb.  Revelation 19:9 

iii) The river of the water of life will flow from the throne of God.  Revelation 22:1 

iv) The tree of life will bear twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month.  Revelation 22:2 

v) Singing will be present there. Revelation 5:9; 14:3; 15:3 
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7) Determine the relationship between the present heavens and earth and the new. 

8) 8. Consider the nature of our existence in the new heavens and earth. 

a) “For behold, I create new heavens 

b)     and a new earth, 

c) and the former things shall not be remembered 

    or come into mind.  Is. 65:17 

d) “For as the new heavens and the new earth 

e)     that I make 

f) shall remain before me, says the Lord, 

g)     so shall your offspring and your name remain. 

h) 23 From new moon to new moon, 

i)     and from Sabbath to Sabbath, 

j) all flesh shall come to worship before me, 

declares the Lord.  Is. 66:22, 23 

But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  
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2 Peter 3:13 

And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. Ex 25:8 

Ex 29 45 I will dwell among the people of Israel and will be their God. 46 And they shall know that I am the 

Lord their God, who brought them out of the land of Egypt that I might dwell among them. I am the Lord 

their God. 

Col. 1:19, 20 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 

his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his 

will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 

things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.  Ephesians 1:7-10 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 

proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were 

not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 

mercy.  1 Pet 2 

13 After they finished speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon has related how God first 

visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name.  Acts 15 

14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 

possession who are zealous for good works. Titus 2 

20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will 

transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all 

things to himself.  Phil 3:20, 21 

19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. Col. 1 

Is He Worthy? 

Andrew Peterson 

Do you feel the world is broken? 

(We do) 

Do you feel the shadows deepen? 

(We do) 

But do you know that all the dark won't stop the light 

from getting through? 

(We do) 

Do you wish that you could see it all made new? 

(We do) 

Is all creation groaning? 

(It is) 

Is a new creation coming? 

(It is) 

Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our 

midst? 

(It is) 

Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? 

(It is) 

Does the Father truly love us? 

(He does) 

Does the Spirit move among us? 

(He does) 

And does Jesus, our Messiah hold forever those He 

loves? 

(He does) 

Does our God intend to dwell again with us? 

(He does) 

Is anyone worthy? 

Is anyone whole? 

Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 

The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave 

He is David's root and the Lamb who died to ransom 

the slave 

From every people and tribe 

Every nation and tongue 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHWL_enUS821US821&q=Andrew+Peterson&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3MMsyTTZbxMrvmJdSlFquEJBaklpUnJ8HABbanDMfAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiK1JCw5bDlAhWpFzQIHUDHCtkQMTAAegQIDhAF
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He has made us a kingdom and priests to God 

To reign with the Son 

Is He worthy?Is He worthy? 

Of all blessing and honor and glory 

Is He worthy? Is He worthy? 

Is He worthy of this? 

He is! 

Is He worthy? Is He worthy? 

He is! 

He is! 

 


