
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT ITSELF? 
June 27&28, 2015 

Idea: The Bible claims to be the written record of God’s communication to humanity. 
 

Intro:  Before I begin our teaching for today which is about the Word of God, it seems appropriate in light of 

Friday’s Supreme Court decision to remind ourselves of God’s Word to Israel.  

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, 

who put darkness for light and light for darkness, 

who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!  Isaiah 5:20  
 

While we do not depend on human government to speak truth or to set the standard for righteousness, it is 

always sad and sobering when a society’s leaders publicly and formally reject righteousness and embrace sin 

under the label of love, respect and civil rights. Such movement can only further erode all of those values it 

claims to promote.  
 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 

    reviving the soul; 

the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

    making wise the simple; 

the precepts of the Lord are right, 

    rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the Lord is 

pure, 

    enlightening the eyes; 

the fear of the Lord is clean, 

    enduring forever; 

the rules of the Lord are true, 

    and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than 

gold, 

    even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey 

    and drippings of the honeycomb. 

Moreover, by them is your servant 

warned; 

    in keeping them there is great 

reward.                  Psalm 19:7-11 

 

 

Blessed is the man 

    who walks not in the counsel of the 

wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 

    nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 

    and on his law he meditates day and 

night. 

He is like a tree 

    planted by streams of water 

that yields its fruit in its season, 

    and its leaf does not wither. 

In all that he does, he prospers. 

The wicked are not so, 

    but are like chaff that the wind drives 

away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the 

judgment, 

    nor sinners in the congregation of the 

righteous; 

for the Lord knows the way of the 

righteous, 

    but the way of the wicked will perish. 

            Psalm 1
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Barna’s 2014 survey on the state of the Bible suggests that people like owning Bibles 

just not reading them.  88% of households claim to own a Bible, in fact, among those 

households, they report having an average of 4.7 copies of the Bible. However, only 37% of 

people report that they read the Bible once a week or more. Perhaps we one reason we don’t 

read the Bible more is because we don’t realize what it really is. And sadly, what the Bible says 

about itself is probably not common knowledge among most Christian believers. 

It seems eminently logical that knowing how the Bible describes itself would be 

foundationally important to a faith rooted in the Christian gospel. What is more, knowing how 

the Bible talks about itself is critical to sharing our faith with those who do not know its 

message of redemption through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 In our teaching today, I hope to give us an overview of what the Bible claims for itself in 

regard to its nature. We will look at several passages of Scripture to help us discover these 

claims. As it turns out, the Bible’s references to itself are imbedded in many different contexts. 

Sometimes the references are explicit, sometimes they are implicit and other times they are 

simply assumed. My purpose is not to defend what the Bible says about itself but to explain 

what the Bible says about itself. 

The New Testament contains two passages that are seen as foundational to 

understanding the nature of Scripture. I am using these two passages as the basis of the two 

primary points we will reflect on today. 

The first passage before us comes from Paul’s second letter to Timothy. This was written 

during Paul’s second imprisonment and is the last recorded letter he wrote before his death 

around A.D. 65. Paul’s letter is an exhortation to Timothy to persevere in faithfulness to Jesus 

in spite of increasing persecution. So he says:  

 
12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,  
13 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.  
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 

whom you learned it  
15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able 

to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  
16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 

and for training in righteousness,  
17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.   

2 Timothy 3:12-17 
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I. The Words of the Bible Are the Words of God to People.  

A. The antidote Paul gives to Timothy for living in a deteriorating society is to remain 
faithful to Scripture because Scripture is from God. 

1. Paul’s exhortation could be summarized this way. . . “Continue in what you 
have learned, namely the sacred writings, because they are from God and 
therefore will equip you to live a godly life in a corrupt world.” 

2. Because we cannot think for ourselves, in other words without being 
subject to a thousand influences in our lives, doesn’t mean we cannot come to 
know truth. Among the myriad influences in our life may have been godly 
parents, grandparents (as in Timothy’s case), relatives or friends. Because we can 
never be purely independent thinkers doesn’t mean we cannot come to know the 
truth brought to us by Scripture. 

3. It is because we cannot think apart from our conditioning that we cannot 
manufacture truth, it must come from outside of us and be spoken to us as it was 
to Timothy. Truth is objective in nature not subjective. 

B. The nature of Scripture according to these words of Paul is that it is breathed out 
by God. 

1. Older versions used the word ‘inspiration’ which is lexically correct in our 
language (to breathe on or into) but not concise enough to rule out being 
misunderstood in our vernacular. 

a) We speak of a poet or author or speaker as being inspired or 
inspiring but that is not what is meant by Paul in this passage. 

b) He means that the words in the Bible are God’s words, words 
breathed out by him as it were. 

C. How do we know this refers to all the OT. 

1. The word for Scripture (graphe) used here appears 51x in the NT and 
always in a context referring to the OT. 

2. More than 400x the OT uses the phrase “thus says the Lord” preceding or 
following statements made by God through his servants, often the prophets. 

3. Some places in the Bible contain direct quotations of God speaking to 
individuals like Adam or Moses. 

4.  Jesus and his apostles freely quote the words of the OT as words from God. 

a) He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from 
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the beginning made them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh’?  Matthew 19:4, 5 

(1) Jesus is referring to Genesis 2:24 which is not a direct quote 
from God and yet Jesus understands it as words from God.  

b) In Mark 7:9-13 Jesus refers to an OT passage in Exodus 20 and calls it 
the commandment of God, the words of Moses and the Word of God. (i.e. 
they are interchangeable to him) 

c) And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should 
suffer these things and enter into his glory?” And beginning with Moses and 
all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.  Luke 24:25-27 

(1) Jesus said all that the prophets had said should be believed 
and furthermore that both Moses and all the prophets spoke of his 
coming. 

d) For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, 
not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Matthew 5:18 

e) To the disciples, Peter says, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David 
concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus.”  Acts 
1:16  

(1) Peter is referring to two passages from Psalms 69 and 109 
saying that they were prophecies referring to Judas’ death and his 
replacement. He calls those passages Scripture spoken by the Holy 
Spirit through David. 

f) Paul, speaking to some Jewish leaders in Rome said, “The Holy Spirit 
was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet: ’Go to this 
people, and say, “You will indeed hear but never understand,  and you will 
indeed see but never perceive.’” Acts 28:25, 26 

(1) Paul assigns the words from Isaiah to the Holy Spirit. 

D. But what about the NT? How do we know this applies to the NT since the New 
Testament had not been completed at the time Paul wrote this letter? 

1. Paul writes to Timothy about why it is appropriate to materially provide for 
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those who labor in the preaching and teaching of Scripture. In support of his 
thesis he quotes two similar passages, one is from Deut. 25 and the other is from 
Luke’s quotation of Jesus in Lk. 10:7 and calls them both Scripture! 

a) Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, 
especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. For the Scripture 
says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The 
laborer deserves his wages.”  1 Timothy 5:18 

2. Paul says of his own writing to the Corinthians, “the things I am writing to 
you are a command of the Lord.” 1 Corinthians 14:37 

3. Peter equates Paul’s writing with OT Scripture  

a) And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved 
brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he 
does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are 
some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and 
unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 2 
Peter 3:15,16 

4. These texts make it clear that the NT writers understood that at that time 
God was still adding to the written record of Scripture. (N.B. the term Scripture 
was never used by the NT writers to refer to any writing outside the Bible, i.e. it 
always referred to revelation from God) 

E. Having a written record of God’s revelation to people is an amazing gift.  

1. Rather than being swept up in all the influences of our era, our culture and 
our personal hang ups, we have the compass of absolute truth to temper our 
hearts, illumine our minds and inform our choices so that we can live for and 
experience the glory of God.  

2. For two millennia since its completion, it continues to herald the message 
of Jesus redeeming grace to peoples across the world.  

3. Throughout the ages, allegiance to Scripture has made God’s people the 
object of scorn on the one hand and agents of change on the other. Its teaching 
has compelled Christians to influence their culture away from deeply destructive 
laws, practices and influences. 

4. For centuries the teaching of the Bible has caused Christians to provide 
education, medical care and billions of dollars worth of relief aid to the suffering 
and disenfranchised. 
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 [Not only does the Bible claim to be breathed out from God but affirms that he used human 
beings to record his words.] 

II. The Words of the Bible Are God’s Words Given Through the Agency of Human Beings.  

A. The context of Peter’s letter 

1. Peter’s second letter, like Paul’s second letter to Timothy, appears to have 
been written not long before his death. He says, “I know the putting off of my 
body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus has made clear to me.”(1:14) 

2. The purpose of his letter is to stir up his readers by reminding them of the 
importance of growing in the grace of Christ. His authority for doing this is that 
the gospel he proclaimed to them is not from myth but from Scripture which is 
not a work of man but is the very word of God. So he says, 

 
20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from 
someone's own interpretation. 
21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  2 Peter 1:20, 21 

 

B. A common objection to the Bible is that it is just a book written by people. 

1. In this text and many others, the Bible clearly claims to have human writers 
(eg. Moses, the prophets, the apostles, Luke and others) but it asserts far more. 

2. Peter says that though Scripture is recorded by human writers, those 
writers are under the control of the Holy Spirit. To be sure we are clear on this he 
says: 

a) No prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation  
20 

(1) i.e. Scripture does not arise from any individual’s 
interpretation of events or experiences. 

b) No prophecy was ever produced by the will of man  21 

(1) i.e. Scripture is not the product of human intention. 

c) Men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit 

3. This does not mean human personality, style and thought are absent from 
Scirpture 
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a) A good definition of inspiration (God breathing out Scripture) comes 
from theologian, Charles Ryrie: 

(1) “God’s superintendence of the human authors of Scripture so 
that using their own individual personalities, they composed and 
recorded without error His revelation to man in the words of the 
original autographs.”  Charles Ryrie 

(2) God’s goal is to give us his message and he does so while using 
human writers. Neither the personality of the writers nor the 
purpose of God are compromised. 

b) Theologians call this concurrence.  

(1) In the giving of Scripture as in the guiding of providence (God’s 
ordering of the world) God works with human beings so that they 
freely and willingly bring about his purposes.  e.g. Acts 2:22, 23; 4:27, 
28 

(2) Because we cannot fully understand the mind and operations 
of God, we cannot know exactly how this works but Scripture is plain 
about affirming both the sovereign control of God and the free 
exercise of human will within its own nature. 

C. Our next installment of this series comes the third weekend in July when we will 

address some common objections to the Bible’s claims. At that time we will revisit this 

matter of human writers and the Bible. Be patient, we will put things together as we 

proceed.  

 

CONCLUSION: Two alternatives face human beings.  

One is that though we have comparatively minute knowledge of the world and 

can never be mentally and emotionally free from the influences of our culture, 

relationships and experiences, we must make our best guess about what is true.   

Or second, we can accept that God has revealed his will and recorded it 

accurately in the Bible so we may know God through his Son, Jesus and rightly 

understand our place in the world.  
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