
 

 

WHY WE CAN TRUST THE BIBLE  PART 4 
August 1&2, 2015 

Idea: Though helped by the evidence the Bible provides, ultimately we are persuaded through the 
authenticating work of the Holy Spirit within us.  
 

Intro: This series was initiated out of response to a culture that is becoming increasingly 

hostile to the Bible as a credible source of authority. The goal of the series is to help Christians 

become more clear-minded about the reliability of the Bible in hopes that we might in turn 

become more strong-hearted in our commitment to gladly read it and live by it.  

We reminded ourselves that it is perfectly appropriate to ask hard questions of the 

Bible. And not only appropriate but necessary if we are to take it seriously. NT scholar, Daniel 

Wallace, noted, “It’s fair game to raise questions about the Bible’s accuracy concerning sin, 

salvation, miracles, Jesus, etc. It’s fair game precisely because the Bible makes audacious 

claims that, if true, change everything. And it’s fair game because the Bible places these claims 

in history. Indeed, the Bible is the only major sacred text that subjects itself to historical 

verification. It’s the only major sacred text that puts itself at risk. And Jesus is at the center of 

those claims and that risk.  Daniel Wallace 

 Three books that will prove helpful to you on this subject are seen here on the screen. 

Keller’s Reason For God, McDowell’s The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict, and Strobel’s 

The Case For Christ. 

This final installment of the series will be an effort to briefly summarize concepts we 

have discussed previously and to unite them with an understanding of the work of the Holy 

Spirit in authenticating the Scripture to the human heart and mind. 

As you can see from your insert, we have a lot of ground to cover and we will do that by 

reflecting on four main points. 
  

I. THE DOCUMENTS OF THE BIBLE ARE RELIABLE  [slide] 

A. Many manuscripts 

1. Altogether, we have at least 20,000 handwritten manuscripts in Greek, 

Latin, Syriac, Coptic and other ancient languages that help us to determine the 

wording of the original. Almost 6000 of these manuscripts are in Greek alone. And 

we have more than one million quotations of the New Testament by church 

fathers. There is absolutely nothing in the Greco-Roman world that comes even 

remotely close to this wealth of data. The New Testament has more manuscripts 

that are within a century or two of the original than anything else from the Greco-

Roman world too. If we have to be skeptical about what the original New 
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Testament said, that skepticism, on average, should be multiplied one thousand 

times for other Greco-Roman literature. Daniel Wallace 

B. Early copies 

1. The earliest manuscripts of the works of first-century historians such as 

Josephus, Tacitus, and Suetonius are dated from the 9th to 11th centuries—more 

than 800 years after the originals were written. . . . When we compare these 

ancient texts to the New Testament, the difference astonishes. For instance, the 

earliest New Testament manuscript is from around AD 125, while significant 

portions of the Gospels are represented in manuscripts from the late 2nd to early 

3rd century. Whereas the best ancient historical works have 500 to 800 years 

between the actual date the work was written and the date of the earliest 

surviving manuscript, there is less than a 100-year gap between the writing of the 

Gospels and the manuscripts we possess. This difference cannot be overstated.  

Josh Vincent 

C. Careful transmission of the text 

1. [recall that the Bible is 66 books written by 40 authors over 1500 years 

totaling 557,707 words in the original languages] Biblical scholar and translator, 

Kenneth Barker, notes that the OT manuscripts provide us with even greater 

accuracy than the NT documents which is to say a lot for he says this of the NT 

evidence, “. . . keep in mind that all of our major manuscripts – and the texts 

which scholars have compiled from those manuscripts – agree with one another 

approximately ninety-eight percent of the time. All of the copyists’ errors 

combined affect only about two percent of the text. And nowhere does a major 

article of the Christian faith hinge on a disputed passage. . . . And with the 

recovery of so many witnesses [manuscripts], the science of textual criticism has 

grown in importance and influence. . . . . Textual critics, through years of careful 

study and comparison, have given us a text of the Holy Scriptures that are 

virtually the same as the original copies.” Kenneth Barker 

[Not only are the biblical documents reliable, the historical data they contain is verifiable.] 

II. THE HISTORICAL DATA OF THE BIBLE IS VERIFIABLE  

A. Corroboration of extra-biblical sources 

1. Over 39 extra-biblical sources attest to more than 100 facts regarding the 

life and teachings of Jesus. . . . There are numerous first and second-century 

extra-biblical writings that witness to the fact that Christians believed that Christ 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1581348665/?tag=thegospcoal-20
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did extraordinary things, died on a cross, and rose from the grave: Josephus, 

Clement, Papias, Didache, Barnabas, Justin Martyr, Ignatius, Irenaeus, Hermas, 

Tatian, Theophilus, Athenagoras, Clement of Alexandria.  C. Michael Patton 

B. Corroboration of archeological materials 

1. Jewish Archaeologist Nelson Glueck says this about the Bible: “It may be 

stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a 

biblical reference. Scores of archaeological findings have been made which 

confirm in clear outline or in exact detail historical statements in the Bible. And, 

by the same token, proper evaluation of biblical descriptions has often led to 

amazing discoveries.”  

2. Examples: 

a) Shishak’s Invasion of Judah. 1828 

b) The Sennacherib Prism. 1830  

c) Obelisk of Shalmaneser III. 1846 

d) The Moabite Stone. 1868 

e) Hezekiah’s Siloam Tunnel Inscription. 1880 

f) The Merneptah Stele. 1896 

g) The Code of Hammurabi. 1901 

h) The Existence of Hittites. 1906 

i) The Nuzi Tablets. 1925 

j) Burial Plaque of King Uzziah. 1931 

k) Biblical Cities Attested Archaeologically.  Jericho, Haran, Hazor, Dan, 

Megiddo, Shechem, Samaria, Shiloh, Gezer, Gibeah, Beth Shemesh, Beth 

Shean, Beersheba, Lachish, et, al. 

C. Accuracy of place names  

1. Remember that in the ancient world there were comparatively few maps 

and they were not accessible to most people. Local places name would only have 

been known by local people. Remember as well that the Gospels were all written 

from outside Jewish Palestine, and two of them by men who were not Apostles, 

so the likelihood of them getting place names correct was very small unless they 

were reporting the testimony of eyewitnesses who would have know the actual 

place names. Richard Bauckham notes that the four Gospels accurately mention 

12-14 place names each, for a total of 23 different place names in all. The writers 

took enormous care to give accurate details. This then, is characteristic of 
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eyewitness testimony. In contrast, later false-gospels mention at most only one 

major place name and often none. 
 

D. Accuracy of personal names 

1. In 2002, for the very first time archeological research revealed that the top 

9 names used in the specific geographical area of Jewish Palestine where Jesus 

was during the first century represent 41% of all names used at that time and in 

that region. In the NT Gospels and Acts those very same names represent 40 

percent of all names used! This is a statistic that can be neither coincidence nor 

fabrication. 

[In addition to giving us verifiable historical data, the Bible also reflects credible descriptions of 

people and human nature.] 

III. THE CONTENT OF THE BIBLE IS CREDIBLE  

A. Compelling character of Jesus 

1. C.S. Lewis’ very often quoted assessment of the options for understanding 

Jesus still bear weight. To briefly summarize Lewis’ comment which he wrote in 

his book, Mere Christianity, he said that if Jesus was not the Lord, who he claimed 

to be, then he was either a lunatic or a liar. Lewis and many others since, have 

shown convincingly that Jesus does not reflect the characteristics of someone 

detached from reality nor would he ever have been believed as truthful if his 

claims were not consistent with his miraculous works and his willingness to die for 

what he taught. 

2. Many have subsequently added a fourth option to Lewis’ argument raising 

the assertion that Jesus is merely a legend concocted by his followers over 

centuries. However, even recent scholarship has demonstrated that given the way 

legends formed in the ancient world, there would not have been sufficient time or 

circumstance between the life of Jesus and the writing of the Gospels for such 

legend to have developed. 

3. The wisdom of Jesus teaching combined with the power of his works and 

the grace of his character make his claim to deity eminently credible.    

B. Realistic account of events  

1. As noted in our previous session, British scholar Richard Baucham, in his 

ground-breaking book, Jesus and the Eyewitnesses, using contemporary 

psychological research on recollective memory, has shown that the characteristics 
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of the accounts in the Gospels and Acts reflect the testimony of eyewitnesses 

who gave credible accounts of historic events. 

a) “Recollective memory is selective—it fixes on unique and 

consequential events, it retains irrelevant detail, it takes the limited 

vantage point of a participant rather than that of an omniscient narrator, 

and it shows signs of frequent rehearsal.”  Richard Bauckham  

2. The NT accounts are not given as people reporting private esoteric spiritual 

experiences. They are eyewitness accounts of objective events often involving 

many other observing participants.  

C. Transparent account of leading characters 

1. Adam and Eve, Abraham, Sarah, Moses, Noah, Sampson, David, Solomon, 

John the Baptist, and Peter, among others, are all presented realistically. 

2. This is particularly surprising in view of their often prominent roles in the 

biblical narrative. 

a) Of particular import are the accounts of David’s sins. Typically kings 

in the ancient east were extolled as omnipotent conquerors and even 

deified in some cultures. 

3. The Scripture makes no effort to defend the sins or weaknesses of these 

people but shows them to be flawed human beings.  

D. Accurate portrayal of human nature 

1. Not only are even the most prominent characters of the Bible presented 

candidly, the Bible’s direct commentary on the condition the human heart rings 

true. 

a) The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can 

understand it? Jeremiah 17:9 

b) Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, 

impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On 

account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you too once walked, 

when you were living in them. But now you must put them all away: anger, 

wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one 

another. . .  Colossians 3:5-9 
 

[Though all of these truths about the Bible point to its credibility, none of them “prove” that 

the Bible is communication from God.] 
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IV. TRUSTING THE BIBLE REQUIRES THE INTERNAL WITNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

A. The danger of apologetics (giving logical proofs for God’s existence or the 

credibility of the Bible) is that we may come to think that people can be brought to faith 

by logic or reason. 
 

1. We will never argue anyone into the kingdom. 

2. Belief in the Gospel is logical but does not happen by human reasoning 

rather it requires the work of the Holy Spirit. 

3. We may say the same about trusting the Bible, it must be brought about by 

the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit causes us to see and accept the 

truthfulness of Scripture. 

B. The necessity of self-authentication 

1. It is necessary philosophically 

a) When we speak of the authenticity of the words of an absolute 

authority we cannot appeal to some other authority for confirmation for 

they are by definition lesser in authority.  

(1) If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is 

greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning 

his Son.  1 John 5:9 

b) Is this circular reasoning? 

(1) Circular reasoning assumes something in the premise that 
proves the conclusion. “The Bible is true because the Bible says it is 
true.” [slide] 

(2) “It should be admitted that this is a kind of circular argument. 
However, that does not make its use invalid, for all arguments for an 
absolute authority must ultimately appeal to that authority for proof: 
otherwise the authority would not be an absolute or highest 
authority. This problem is not unique to the Christian who is arguing 
for the authority of the Bible. Everyone either implicitly or explicitly 
uses some kind of circular argument when defending his or her 
ultimate authority for belief.”  Wayne Grudem 

2. It is necessary spiritually 

a) Question Four: How doth it appear that the Scriptures are the word 
of God? Answer: The Scriptures manifest themselves to be the word of 



P a g e  | 7 

 

WHY WE CAN TRUST THE BIBLE Part 4 

God, by their majesty and purity; by the consent of all the parts, and the 
scope of the whole, which is to give all glory to God(4); by their light and 
power to convince and convert sinners, to comfort and build up believers 
unto salvation. But the Spirit of God, bearing witness by and with the 
Scriptures in the heart of man, is alone able fully to persuade it that they 
are the very word of God.   The Westminster Larger Catechism 1647 

b) “Calvin affirms Scripture to be self-authenticating through the inner 
witness of the Holy Spirit. What is this ‘inner witness’? Not a special quality 
of experience, nor a new, private revelation, nor an existential ‘decision’, 
but a work of enlightenment whereby, through the medium of verbal 
testimony, the blind eyes of the spirit are opened, and divine realities come 
to be recognized and embraced for what they are. This recognition Calvin 
says, is as immediate and unanalyzable as the perceiving of a color, or a 
taste, by physical sense—an event about which no more can be said than 
that when appropriate stimuli were present it happened, and when it 
happened we knew it had happened.” J. I. Packer 

[How does this enlightenment happen] 
C. The transformative nature of conversion (coming to faith in Jesus Christ as Savior 

and Lord) 

1. Conversion is the overcoming of blindness not improvement in logic. 

a) And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are 
perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, 
but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 
For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:3-6) 

(1) Unbelief is the result of spiritual blindness not faulty logic.  4 

(2) What the blinded cannot see is the light of the Gospel of the 
glory of Christ.  4 

(3) The remedy for this blindness is not in human reason but God 
shining “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.”  6 

(4) This is how Paul and his coworkers (our) were converted and it 
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is how every person who comes to faith is converted. 

2. Conversion results in the impartation of a completely new perception 
through the Holy Spirit. 

a) 6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a 
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass 
away. 7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God 
decreed before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age 
understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory. 9 But, as it is written, 

    “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
    nor the heart of man imagined, 
    what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

     10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a person's 
thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one 
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 
might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in 
words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting 
spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

   14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they 
are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual person judges all things, but is 
himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For who has understood the mind of the 
Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 

b) The unbeliever (the natural person vs. the spiritual person) rejects 
the testimony of the Holy Spirit.  14a 

c) The unbeliever cannot understand spiritual things but sees them as 
foolish.  14b 

d) Believers have received the Spirit so that they might understand the 
things of God.  12 

e) The things of God that are made palatable and understandable to us 
by the Holy Spirit are the Scriptures. 

CONCLUSION: The facts and logic presented in this series can be of great encouragement to 
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believers. But unbelievers will remain unconvinced until the Holy Spirit regenerates their heart 
to see and welcome the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ.  

Charles Wesley described this beautifully in his beloved hymn, And Can It Be. In what is usually 
verse three, he writes, 

 
Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray— 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 


