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Open: What is something significant that you have been waiting a long time for? If your wait ended 

today, how might you respond? 

Read:     Isaiah 42:1-9. 

Discuss:     

1. Verses 1-4 focus on the Servant of God. Share your observations of this Servant, noticing 

what he is like, what he will not do, and what he will do.  

2. Who do you know who has characteristics like this Servant as seen in these first four verses? 

How is God making you like this Servant? Where do you see the most opportunity to grow 

into the likeness of this Servant? 

3. Verses 4-7 show God’s intentions for His servant. Read these verses and identify what God 

will do through this Servant, noting that the word translated “you” is always singular and 

refers to the Servant. What do these actions tell us about what God values?  

4. While Isaiah’s words initially addressed the Israelites in exile in Babylon, it’s important to note 

the scope of God’s plans. Reread verses 4-6 and comment on who will benefit from God’s 

plans. What are some ways your life is devoted to the purposes of God you have identified in 

this passage? 

5. Read Matthew 3:13-17 and Matthew 12:15-21. How does Jesus fulfill the character and 

calling of the Servant of God as revealed in Isaiah 42:1-9? 

6. How does verse 7 describe our condition apart from Christ? What has Christ done to remedy 

our condition? How has Christ’s work in this regard had practical impact on your life? 

7. According to verse 8, God is jealous for His glory. What does verse 8 tell us about why God 

would send Jesus to save and redeem us? How is God’s glory reflected in the work of His 

Servant Jesus?   

Apply:    Identify one practical way you will respond to this week’s study and sermon. Write it down. 

Share it with your group, and put it into practice this week.   

Pray:      Praise God for what he has done for you in Jesus Christ. Ask God to help you prepare well for 

your celebration of Jesus’ coming.  



Isaiah 42:1-9. 

 

 [1] Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

  I have put my Spirit upon him; 

  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

 [2] He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 

  or make it heard in the street; 

 [3] a bruised reed he will not break, 

  and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 

  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

 [4] He will not grow faint or be discouraged 

  till he has established justice in the earth; 

  and the coastlands wait for his law. 

 [5] Thus says God, the LORD, 

  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

  who gives breath to the people on it 

  and spirit to those who walk in it: 

 [6] “I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 

  I will take you by the hand and keep you; 

  I will give you as a covenant for the people, 

  a light for the nations, 

 [7] to open the eyes that are blind, 

  to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

 [8] I am the LORD; that is my name; 

  my glory I give to no other, 

  nor my praise to carved idols. 

 [9] Behold, the former things have come to pass, 

  and new things I now declare; 

  before they spring forth 

  I tell you of them.”  (ESV) 


