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Open: How is our understanding of who Jesus is essential to us having a meaningful celebration of 

His birth at Christmas? 

 

Read:     John 1:1-14. 

 

Discuss:     

 

1. What other familiar passage of Scripture do you think John wanted to bring to the mind of 

his readers when he wrote verse 1 of this text? How is this connection important? 

 

2. What statements in verses 1-14 indicate that the Word is Jesus? How does verse 1 suggest 

that the Word and God are not the same person? Why is it important to recognize that John 

is talking about two distinct persons? 

 

3. In verse 3, John asserts that Jesus was the agent through which the world was created. Given 

the way he says this, what do you think he wanted to emphasize? Why would verses 1-3 be 

important for the doctrine of the Trinity? 

 

4. In verse 4 John speaks of Jesus as having “life” that was also “the light of men.” What other 

references to light in connection with Jesus are made in verses 5-11? In what ways is the 

“life” of Jesus “the light of men”? 

 

5. John contrasts the light with the darkness in verse 5. Read John 3:19; 8:12; 12:35, 46. In John’s 

thinking, what do you think “darkness” refers to?  With that in mind, how has the light of 

Jesus overcome darkness in your life? 

 

6. When John says, “the darkness has not overcome it,” he uses grammar that refers to a one-

time event. (It would be better translated, “the darkness did not overcome it.”) What do you 

think that event might have been? How did that event demonstrate Jesus’ conquest of 

darkness?  

 

Apply:    As a group, brainstorm ways we can celebrate Jesus’ victory over darkness? What specific 

things will you do to make sure that your celebration of Christmas includes a celebration of 

Jesus’ victory over darkness? 

 

Pray:      Ask God to bring more light and less darkness into your life.  



John 1:1-5. 

 

[1] In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

[2] He was in the beginning with God.  

[3] All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 

made.  

[4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  

[5] The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.   

[6] There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

[7] He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 

[8] He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

[9] The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.  

[10] He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know 

him.  

[11] He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.  

[12] But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God,  

[13] who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

[14] And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (ESV) 

 


