
Advent:  The Presence of Glory 
December 13 & 14, 2014 

 
 

Open:   How does Christmas cause you to think about Jesus differently than you do the rest of  

the year? 

 

Read:    John 1:1-18. 

 

1. What statements in this passage suggest that the “Word” is Jesus? What do a person’s 

words reveal about himself or herself? What are some examples of things that Jesus 

reveals about God the Father? 

 

2. Why do you think it is important to know that Jesus “became flesh,” as verse 14 states? 

Read Hebrews 2:14-18.  How does the fact that Jesus came in the flesh give you 

encouragement? 

 

3. What do you think John means when he refers to having “seen his glory” (John 1:14)? 

How does Hebrews 1:1-3 compare the glory of Jesus to the glory of God?  In light of 

Jesus’ prayer in John 17:24, why would it be so important to Jesus that we see his glory?  

 

4. When John the Baptist said that Jesus “was before me” (John 1:15), what do you think 

he meant?  Read John 8:56-59.  Why were the Jews prepared to stone Jesus?  How does 

what Jesus says about himself in this passage reflect his glory?  How do these truths 

enhance your worship of Jesus? 

 

5. According to 2 Corinthians 3:18, what is the effect upon us when we behold the glory of 

Jesus?  How have you experienced this in your life? 

 

6. In what ways has Jesus “made known” (John 1:18) the Father?  In John 14:5-11, what 

does Jesus expect his followers to understand about his relationship with the Father? 

 

Apply:   What are some practical ways we can behold the glory of Jesus? What are some 

practical ways we can reveal the glory of Jesus? What practical steps will you take in the 

next week to better behold and reveal the glory of Christ? 

 

Pray:     Ask God to open your eyes to better observe the glorious nature of Jesus and to create 

transformation in your life as a result. 



John 1:1-18  

[1] In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] He was in the beginning 

with God. [3] All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. [4] In him 

was life, and the life was the light of men. [5] The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

[6] There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. [7] He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 

light, that all might believe through him. [8] He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. [9] The 

true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. [10] He was in the world, and the world was 

made through him, yet the world did not know him. [11] He came to his own, and his own people did not receive 

him. [12] But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 

[13] who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. [14] And the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. [15] (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 

me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) [16] For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 

[17] For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. [18] No one has ever seen 

God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 

 

Hebrews 2:14-18  

[14] Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that 

through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, [15] and deliver all those 

who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. [16] For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps 

the offspring of Abraham. [17] Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might 

become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. [18] 

For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

 

Hebrews 1:1-3  

[1] Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, [2] but in these last days 

he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 

[3] He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 

word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

 

John 17:24  

[24] Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you 

have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

 

John 8:56-59  

[56] Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” [57] So the Jews said to him, 

“You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” [58] Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

before Abraham was, I am.” [59] So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of 

the temple. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18  

[18] And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 

from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

 

John 14:5-11  

[5] Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” [6] Jesus said to 

him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. [7] If you had known 

me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” [8] Philip said to 

him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” [9] Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and 

you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

[10] Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 

on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. [11] Believe me that I am in the Father and 

the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.  


