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Open:   In what ways have you seen yourself become better because of being in relationship with others?  

 

Read and Discuss:  Genesis 1:26-27. 

 

1. As you read Genesis 1:26, where do you see evidence of pluralness in the person of God? What 

words in 26 and 27 suggest that human beings are created in some way that makes us similar to 

God? In verse 27, what do you think is important about both male and female being mentioned?   

 

2. The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit have always existed in a perfect relationship of love and joy. 

If we are created in the image of this triune, relational God, how might it explain our deep longing 

for community as human beings?  

 

Read and Discuss:  John 17:20-26. 

 

3. Some of our most important information about the relationship that exists within the Godhead 

comes from Jesus’ prayer in John 17. What phrases in verses 20-26 indicate that the followers of 

Jesus are welcomed into the community that is shared within the Trinity? Have you ever thought of 

yourself as one who participates in the community that is shared within the Godhead? How should 

this understanding shape the way we view our relationships within the church. 

 

4. What astonishing truth does verse 23 teach us about the way we are loved by God? What does this 

verse also reveal about our participation in the community of the Godhead? How do these verses 

regarding our sharing in the communion of the Godhead bring encouragement to you?  

 

5. What phrases in these verses imply that because we are in relationship with the Father and the Son 

we are also brought into community with one another? Read Romans 12:4-5 and Ephesians 4:25. 

What do you think Paul means by saying we are members of one another? How does that find 

practical expression for you in the church? 

 

Read and Discuss:  1 Peter 2:9-10. 

 

6. Peter uses several terms once attributed to Israel to describe Christ’s people. Do you have a daily 

conscious sense of your identity as part of the people of God?  How should awareness of this truth 

affect the way we live together as a church? 

Pray:    Ask God to open your eyes to make new discoveries about His intentions for life in the church. 

  



Genesis 1:26-27. 

 [26] Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 

livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

 [27] So God created man in his own image, 

  in the image of God he created him; 

  male and female he created them. 

 

John 17:20-26. 

[20] “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 

[21] that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be 

in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. [22] The glory that you have given 

me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, [23] I in them and you in 

me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and 

loved them even as you loved me. [24] Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given 

me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved 

me before the foundation of the world. [25] O righteous Father, even though the world does 

not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. [26] I made known to them 

your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me 

may be in them, and I in them.” 

 

1 Peter 2:9-10. 

[9] But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light. [10] Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once 

you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 


