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Open:  What things make it difficult to relate to other Christians who are unlike you? 

Read and Discuss:  Ephesians 2:11-22. 

1. Verses 11 and 12 describe the spiritual condition of these Gentiles (people who are not 

Jewish) before they became followers of Jesus. List all the characteristics of their condition as 

detailed in verse 12. How does Romans 9:4-5 help us understand how the Israelites alone 

held the “covenants of promise”?  

2. Beginning at verse 13, Paul delineates the “now” condition of these Ephesian believers. How 

does verse 19 contrast with verse 12? Why is it important that we remember both who we 

were apart from Christ as well as who we are now in Christ? 

3. As you read through verses 13-22, note all the ways Jesus is the center of our transformation. 

How should these truths shape our choices and the direction of our lives? How does this 

passage of Scripture call us to ensure that our Christian community is centered on Jesus? 

4. In this passage Paul says the sacrifice of Jesus had a very specific purpose. Based on verses 

15-16, how would you describe that purpose? According to verses 14 and 16, how did Christ 

accomplish this purpose? How does the bond we have in the blood (death) of Christ 

mentioned in verse 13 supersede all that would divide us from other Christians? 

5. Throughout this passage Paul repeatedly uses the words “both” and “one.” Through this 

emphasis, what do you think he is telling us about the new community Jesus has created? 

6. In the first century, the separation between Jews and Gentiles was extreme.  According to 

Ephesians 3:6-10, what is the mystery of Christ? How does the Church reveal the manifold 

wisdom of God?   

7. The saving work of Jesus overcomes barriers of every kind that exist between people. How 

have you experienced the power of the Gospel in helping you build Christian community with 

others who are not at all like you? How does this exalt the Gospel?  

Apply: In what ways will this passage change the way you approach community with other believers? 

Pray:   Pray for an increase in the health of community within Neighborhood Church—beginning in 

you and extending throughout our church.   



Ephesians 2:11-22 

 
[11] Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by 

what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—[12] remember that you were at 

that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the 

covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  

 

[13] But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

[14] For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the 

dividing wall of hostility [15] by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he 

might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, [16] and might reconcile us 

both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. [17] And he came and 

preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. [18] For through him we 

both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  

 

[19] So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 

members of the household of God, [20] built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 

Jesus himself being the cornerstone, [21] in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows 

into a holy temple in the Lord. [22] In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for 

God by the Spirit.  (ESV) 

 


