
Colossians: Laboring in Gospel Stewardship   

April 25 & 26, 2015 
 

 

Open:   Share about a time you made a sacrifice that was worth the cost. 

Read:    Colossians 1:24-2:5 

Discuss: 

1. Paul says he rejoices in his suffering for the sake of the Colossians (v. 24). Why do you think 

he was joyful about this suffering? Have you ever felt joyful when you sacrificed in some way 

for the spiritual benefit of someone else?  

2. Paul speaks of receiving a stewardship (v. 25). What does it mean to be a steward of 

something? According to verse 25, what did God give Paul that he was to steward? Read 

Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8. How have we been given a stewardship similar to Paul’s? 

3. Verses 26, 27 and 2:2 all speak of a mystery. Using those verses, list all the characteristics of 

this mystery. The significance of the inclusion of the Gentiles into the promises of God is 

often lost on believers today. Why do you think this was such significant truth to Paul? How 

does this truth bring encouragement to you? 

4. According to verse 28, what did Paul do to steward knowledge of the Word of God? What 

was his goal in these activities? What are ways that you, as a Christian, are called to do the 

same? How have you been doing this lately? 

5. In verses 29 and 2:1, Paul describes the struggle required in order to fulfill his stewardship. 

Yet, he also acknowledges that in his struggle, he is empowered by the energy of Christ! We 

are likely to associate the empowerment of God with the absence of struggle, but Paul puts 

them together. How does this truth challenge you? How does it comfort you? Describe ways 

that you have experienced these two things together. 

6. In verses 28, 2:2 and 2:5, Paul describes his desire to see believers mature in their faith. Based 

on these verses, what does a mature believer look like? How should the desire to see other 

believers mature in their faith shape our interactions with each other?  

Apply: How will your understanding of this passage shape your actions this week? What changes 

might this require in your normal patterns? 

Pray:   Ask God to help you be a better steward of the things he has entrusted to you. Pray God will 

help you through whatever costs come with walking in obedience to that goal.  



Colossians 1:24-2:5 

 

[1:24] Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in 

Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, [25] of which I became a minister 

according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully 

known, [26] the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. [27] To them 

God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, 

which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. [28] Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching 

everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. [29] For this I toil, struggling 

with all his energy that he powerfully works within me. 

 

[2:1] For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all 

who have not seen me face to face, [2] that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in 

love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, 

which is Christ, [3] in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. [4] I say this in order 

that no one may delude you with plausible arguments. [5] For though I am absent in body, yet I am 

with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ. 

(ESV)  

 


