
Giving:  The Overflow of Grace 
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Open:   What stops people from being generous with their money (as well as possessions, time, and 

other resources)? 

 

Read:   2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

 

Discuss: 

 

1. As you look through this passage, how is God described?  How does our concept of God 

influence our generosity?  

 

2. Although in this passage Paul is talking about responding to a specific need, he gives 

principles that apply to all giving.  What principles for giving do you see in verses 6 and 7?  

How have these concepts been a part of your thinking and motivation regarding giving?  

 

3. Verse 7 says, “God loves a cheerful giver.” How have you experienced joy in giving?  When 

have you struggled with joy in giving? How do we become more cheerful givers? 

 

4. In verse 9, Paul quotes from Psalm 112.  Read Psalm 112:4-9.  What is characteristic of the 

righteous man towards those in need?  How do we become this way?  (Ps. 112:1 might help.) 

 

5. Turn back to 2 Corinthians 9.  Verse 10 returns to the agricultural analogy of verse 6.  In verse 

10, what will God “multiply” and “increase” if we give?  How might this happen?  Why should 

a Christian resist the urge to be a stingy giver?  

 

6. According to verses 11-13, in addition to helping others, what does generous giving 

produce?  In what ways have you experienced or observed this effect? 

 

7. Reread verses 13 and 14.  What is the connection between our acceptance or “confession of 

the Gospel” and generous giving?  (See also 2 Corinthians 8:9.)  How does the presence of 

God’s grace in your life help you to give more freely? 

 

8. Thinking back to our opening question, how does this passage address the reasons that 

prevent generous giving?  (Specifically, how do the truths presented here help you become 

more generous?) 

 

Apply:  What will you do this week to be more generous?  Are there long-term changes that you 

need to make with regard to how you approach giving? 

 

Pray:  Ask God to give you faith in His promises, a generous heart, and a joy in giving. 



2 Corinthians 9:6-15. 

6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his 

heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is 

able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 

times, you may abound in every good work. 9 As it is written, 

“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; 

    his righteousness endures forever.” 

10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 

seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in 

every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to 

God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is 

also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13 By their approval of this service, 

they will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your confession of the 

gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all 

others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of 

God upon you. 15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! 

 


