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Open:  What does it mean to be content? 

 

Read:  1 Timothy 6:3-12, 17-19 

 

Discuss:   

 

1. How is the “gain” in verse 5 different from the “gain” in verse 6?  Given the context of verse 

7 and 8, what is Paul calling us to be content with in verse 6? 

 

2. What is the cause of the problem noted in verses 9-10?  What is the consequence?  How is 

a similar progression regarding lack of contentedness demonstrated in Genesis 3:6-7? 

 

3. From verse 10, how might “the love of money” lead to sin and to wandering away from the 

faith?  How is loving money different from properly valuing money?   

 

4. What steps should we take to flee covetousness and the love of money?  In what ways do 

the things listed in the second half of v. 11 stand in contrast to the love of material things? 

 

5. How is our battle for contentment connected with our fighting “the good fight of faith” 

and taking “hold of the eternal life” to which we were called (v. 11)?  How does Philippians 

4:12-13 echo the importance of the Gospel in our contentment? 

 

6. Do you think God considers you to be “rich in this present age” (v. 17)?  How are we all 

easily tempted to trust in riches?  What can you do to see that your hope is set on God? 

 

7. How does contentment help us to obey verse 18?  According to verse 19, what should 

motivate that obedience? 

 

8. In what areas of your life are you content? Where do you still face discontentment? 

 

Apply:  What stands out to you from these passages that will impact the way you live?  Explain  

 the changes you will make as a result. 

 

Pray:  Pray that God would grant you contentment in Him, give you victory in the good fight of 

the faith, and enable you to be rich in good works and generosity. 



1 Timothy 6:3-12, 17-19 

[3]
 If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord 

Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, 
[4]

 he is puffed up with conceit and 

understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about words, 

which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, 
[5]

 and constant friction among people 

who are depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain.  

 
[6]

 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 
[7]

 for we brought nothing into the world, and we 

cannot take anything out of the world. 
[8] 

But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be 

content. 
[9]

 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless 

and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 
[10]

 For the love of money is a 

root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith 

and pierced themselves with many pangs. 

 
[11]

 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

steadfastness, gentleness. 
[12]

 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to 

which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many 

witnesses… 

 
[17]

 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on 

the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 
[18]

 They are 

to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 
[19]

 thus storing up 

treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that 

which is truly life. 

 

Genesis 3:6-7 
 

[6]
 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, 

and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also 

gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 
[7]

 Then the eyes of both were opened, 

and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 

loincloths. 

 

Philippians 4:12-13 
 

[12]
 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I 

have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 
[13]

 I can do all things 

through him who strengthens me. 


