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Open:  What does it look like when someone loves something? How do you know if you love the 

Gospel? 

 

Read:  Philippians 1:27-2:8 

 

Discuss: 

1. What might be another way of saying the phrase “manner of life”?  (1:27)  Using your 

definition, how you would describe your manner of life?  How is your manner of life 

worthy of the Gospel?  Where do you see opportunities to grow in this area? 

 

2. What characteristics was Paul hoping to hear about in the Philippian church?  (v. 27)  How 

do you see these things evident in Neighborhood Church?  In what ways are you 

personally contributing to these goals in our church? 

 

3. Knowing that Paul was in prison for the Gospel and considering what Paul says in verses 

28-30, how does this deepen your understanding of what it means to “strive side by side 

for the faith of the Gospel” (v. 27)?  What do you think striving side by side for the faith of 

the Gospel looks like today? 

 

4. In what ways have you experienced each of the following: “Encouragement in Christ,”  

“comfort from love” from God, and “participation in the Spirit”? (2:1)  How should 

experiencing these things unite us? (v. 2)  How should these affect the culture of our small 

group? 

 

5. Why would Paul follow a discussion on unity with a warning against selfishness and 

conceit? (v. 3)  How can selfishness cause strife in your relationships with others?  How 

does Christ’s example in verses 5-8 inspire you to be selfless?  

 

6. What are you doing to cultivate a deeper love for the Gospel?  Why is this important? 

 

Apply:  What stands out to you from this passage that will impact the way you live?  Explain the  

changes you will make as a result. 

 

Pray:  Ask God to give you a deeper love for the Gospel and to establish strong Gospel-minded 

communities within our church. 



Philippians 1:27-2:8 

  

 [1:27] Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I 

come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, 

with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, [28] and not frightened in 

anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your 

salvation, and that from God. [29] For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you 

should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, [30] engaged in the same conflict 

that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

 [2:1] So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation 

in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, [2] complete my joy by being of the same mind, 

having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. [3] Do nothing from selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. [4] Let each 

of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.   

 [5] Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, [6] who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, [7] but emptied 

himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. [8] And being 

found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross.   (ESV) 

 

 


