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Open:   During what situations in daily life are you most likely to lose patience?  When was the last 

time that persistence paid off for you? 

Read Luke 18:1-8. 

1. What did Jesus say is the main point of this parable (v. 1)?  When have you prayed persistently 

for or about something?  What have you learned through that process? 

2. Why do you think Jesus chose a widow to be the protagonist in this parable (v. 3)?  As we 

pray, why it is essential that we recognize ourselves as powerless and God as powerful?  How 

does this understanding affect the way we approach God in prayer? 

3. What finally made the unjust judge respond to the widow’s plea (vv. 4-5)?  In what ways is 

God greater than the unjust judge?   

4. How does God’s goodness encourage us to be all the more persistent in our prayers?  

5. Why do you think God wants us to pray with persistence when He already knows our 

concerns? 

6. Why might we become discouraged when God doesn’t answer our prayers in what we 

consider a timely manner?  What should we do in such situations? 

7. What does the parable teach us about what God values and expects from His followers?  As 

we focus on God, how does persistent prayer strengthen and grow our faith? 

8. What are some difficult situations or circumstances in your life in which you need to trust 

God’s timing?  How might persistent prayer help you persevere in those situations?   

Apply:   What stands out to you from this passage that will impact the way you pray?  Explain what 

steps you’ll take this week to apply what you learned in this passage. 

Pray:  Thank God that He’s concerned about the condition of our hearts and our motives for seeking 

Him.  Pray that we would be persistent in our prayers, while trusting in God with both faith 

and humility.  Pray that God would use our prayers to deepen our joy in Christ. 



Luke 18:1-8. 

[1] And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart.  

[2] He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man.  

[3] And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice 

against my adversary.’  

[4] For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor 

respect man,  

[5] yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat 

me down by her continual coming.’” 

[6] And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says.  

[7] And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long 

over them? 

[8] I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, 

will he find faith on earth?”  (ESV) 

 

  


