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Open:   What are some things you are passionate about? 

Read James 4:1-4. 

1. In verse 2, James says that one reason people don’t receive from God is they don’t ask Him 

for what they need.  How would you describe the person mentioned in verses 1-2?  How 

could the desires of such a person lead him or her to become a person who doesn’t pray? 

2. In verse 3, James gives another reason why God might not answer our prayers.  In your own 

words, how would you describe the motives of this person?  What are some examples of 

prayers that might flow from such a person?  How are your prayers the same or different? 

3. Even as believers, we can easily be influenced by our own selfish desires and the allure of the 

world.  How have you seen the desires of the world creep into your prayer requests?  Why 

might God not answer our prayers when our heart is in this condition? 

4. Verse 3 says what we should not do.  What does it imply we should do?  What do we need to 

do to make sure we ask for the right things with the right motives? 

Read John 15:4-8. 

5. When Jesus speaks of those who “abide in” Him, He is referring to true believers.  According 

to verse 6, what is the consequence of not abiding in Jesus?  What characterizes those who do 

abide in Jesus?  How have you experienced these things in your own life? 

6. How does abiding in Christ lead to an alignment of our will with God’s will?  Why would this 

lead to our prayers being answered?  (See 1 John 5:14-15.)  How would you explain verse 7 to 

a new believer? 

7. According to verse 8, what is God’s will for us?  Can you give examples of prayers that would 

align with this goal? 

Apply:  What stands out to you from these passages that will impact the way you pray?  Explain the 

changes you will make as a result. 

Pray:  Pray that God would be at work in your heart to align your heart with His—that you might 

love what He loves, pursue what He pursues, and desire what He desires. 



James 4:1-4. 

 
[1] What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions 

are at war within you? 

 [2] You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and 

quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.  

[3] You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.  

[4] You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 

God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 

God. (ESV) 

  

 

John 15:4-8. 

 
[4] Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the 

vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.  

[5] I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 

much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  

[6] If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  

[7] If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done 

for you.  

[8] By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 

(ESV) 


