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Open:   Some people enjoy praying with other Christians, while others find it intimidating.  What’s 

your initial reaction to the idea of praying with others?  What causes you to feel this way? 

 

Read Acts 4:23-31. 

1. Peter and John have just been released from imprisonment by the religious authorities for 

preaching about Christ and were given an admonition to no longer share the Gospel with 

others (vv. 15-18).  How might you have responded in such a situation?  Why is the response 

of these early believers surprising (v. 24)?  What roles did prayer serve in this circumstance? 

 

2. What does the passage teach us about the unity of the believers?  In what ways can praying 

with other Christians build our unity with one another? 

 

3. List the truths about God that are mentioned in the prayer of these believers.  How would 

focusing on the nature of God be an encouragement to them as they faced potential 

persecution?  How might focusing on such truths have drawn them together in unity? 

 

4. Sometimes we find events in the world confusing, such as those times when evil seems to be 

triumphing.  How do verses 24-28 give us a God-centered understanding of such situations? 

 

5. Look at the prayer requests in verses 29-30.  What do these requests teach us about the 

believers’ values and purpose?  How do these values and this purpose shape your prayers 

with other Christians? 

 

6. Not all answers to prayers are dramatic, but this prayer was clearly answered (v. 31).  How 

have you experienced answers to prayer? 

 

7. Verse 31 tells us that the result of these believers praying together was that the church 

became bolder in its evangelism.  How could this encourage us to pray together today? 

 

Apply:  What stands out to you from this passage that will impact the way you pray?  What could we 

do in our small group to better facilitate praying together? 

 

Pray:  Pray together. 



Acts 4:23-31. 

 

23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and 

the elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to 

God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and 

everything in them, 25 who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the 

Holy Spirit, 

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 

    and the peoples plot in vain? 

26 The kings of the earth set themselves, 

    and the rulers were gathered together, 

    against the Lord and against his Anointed’ 

27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom 

you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of 

Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, 

Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with 

all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed 

through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place in 

which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. 

 


