
Sin: The Assault on Worship 
February 14 & 15, 2015 
 

 

Open:  As followers of Christ, do you think our sin is still offensive to God? Why or why not? 

 

Read:   Jeremiah 2:4-13 

 

Discuss: 

 

1. According to verse 5, what did Israel do to become “worthless”?  In what sense did they 

become worthless?  How have you seen this principle evident in contemporary life? 

 

2. In the first part of verse 5, God indicates that He is personally offended by the Israelites’ 

behavior.  Why is God’s offense justified?  

 

3. In verses 6 and 8, when God uses the phrase “Where is the LORD?,” He is condemning 

people for not seeking after Him.  How does sin often start by taking our eyes off of God? 

 

4. Verses 6-8 describe a people and leadership who have sinned against God.  In these 

verses, how does their rejection of God manifest itself?  According to verses 6-8, how did 

God expect His people to respond to who He is and all He had done for them?  

 

5. What is God communicating in verse 9 by saying that He will contend with future 

generations about this matter?  What do you think this says about God’s commitment to 

His people? 

 

6. How is Israel’s behavior contrasted with the behavior of the pagan nations in verses 10-

11?  Why is the sin of Israel even more offensive to God than that of the pagan nations?  

Can you identify similar ways in which Christians sin against God? 

 

7. How would you paraphrase verse 13?  Why is this presented with such a great sense of 

shock?  In what sense is God a “fountain of living waters”?  What characteristics of this 

image are particularly meaningful to you?   

Apply: How will knowing God’s feelings toward your sin stir in you a greater passion to walk in 

righteousness? 

Pray:   Thank God for His forgiveness and mercy. Ask God to continue His good work in you and 

help you to remain dependent on Him in all circumstances.   



Jeremiah 2:4-13 

4
 Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the clans of the house of Israel.  

 

5
 Thus says the LORD: "What wrong did your fathers find in me that they went far from me, and 

went after worthlessness, and became worthless?  
 

6
 They did not say, 'Where is the LORD who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who led us in 

the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of drought and deep darkness, in a land that 

none passes through, where no man dwells?'  
 

7
 And I brought you into a plentiful land to enjoy its fruits and its good things. But when you 

came in, you defiled my land and made my heritage an abomination.  
 

8
 The priests did not say, 'Where is the LORD?' Those who handle the law did not know me; the 

shepherds transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal and went after things that 

do not profit. 

 

 
9
 "Therefore I still contend with you, declares the LORD, and with your children's children I will 

contend.  
 

10
 For cross to the coasts of Cyprus and see, or send to Kedar and examine with care; see if there 

has been such a thing.  
 

11
 Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are no gods? But my people have changed 

their glory for that which does not profit.  
 

12
 Be appalled, O heavens, at this; be shocked, be utterly desolate, declares the LORD,  

 

13
 for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, 

and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.”  

 


