
Time for Action 
January 12, 2014 

 
Open:   When you have something to do, are you more likely to get right to work or to procrastinate? 

 

Read:  1 Peter 4:7-11 

 

Discuss: 

1. Given that “the end of all things is at hand,” why is it so important for Christians to be “self-

controlled and sober-minded”? (v. 7)  What things tend to cloud your mind, inhibit good 

judgment, and cause you to lose focus on Christ?  How do we ensure that we become “self-

controlled and sober minded”—and stay that way? 

 

2. How does our state of mind affect our prayer life? (Can you think of a time in your own life 

when you have seen your state of mind affect your prayers?)  What sorts of things would a 

spiritually self-controlled and sober-minded person pray for?   

 

3. What does it mean to love “earnestly,” as Peter calls us to do in verse 8?  (See also 1 Peter 1:22.)  

What are some examples of ways we can love other Christians in this way?  How should this 

love compare to the love we show people outside the church?  (Consider Galatians 6:10.) 

 

4. “Hospitality” (v. 9) in Peter’s day involved not just inviting friends over for a meal or a party, but 

sacrificially using one’s home and resources to serve those in need and to advance the cause of 

Christ. What are some ways we can do this in our day?  How can we learn to do this joyfully? 

 

5. From verses 10-11, what are we supposed to do with our God-given gifts?  How might we be 

tempted to just use our gifts and abilities for our own benefit?  How do we guard against this? 

 

6. If you’re not already doing so, how might you use your gifts to serve others in your small 

group, church or community?  (Perhaps take some time to share with others in your group 

some ways you could see them using their gifts to serve others.) 

 

7. The end of verse 11 reminds us that our motive for serving is to glorify God.  How is it possible 

to pray, love and serve with a motive other than to glorify God?  What can we do to ensure we 

do glorify God in our praying, loving and serving? 

 

8. In light of this passage, what one action will you take this week? 

 

Pray:  Ask God to help you grow in the areas of prayer, love and service.  Ask God to help you use 

your gifts to serve His purpose and His people for His glory and the joy of others.  



1 Peter 4:7-11. 

  

7 The end of all things is at hand;  

 therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded  

  for the sake of your prayers.  

8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly,     

since love covers a multitude of sins. 

9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 

10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,    

as good stewards of God's varied grace: 

11 whoever speaks,  

 as one who speaks oracles of God;  

   whoever serves,  

 as one who serves by the strength that God supplies 

 —in order that in everything God may be  

  glorified through Jesus Christ.  

 To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  (ESV) 

 

  

 


