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Open:  What helps you to remember things that are really important? 

Read and Discuss:  Joshua 24:14-28. 

1. Summarize verse 14 in your own words. Why would Joshua need to remind the Israelites of 

the need to do these things?   

2. This week’s message was on the importance of remembering God’s power, based on Joshua 

4:19-24. Why are we often so quick to forget God’s power? In your experience, what happens 

when we forget God’s power? 

3. Joshua’s words to the people in 24:14-15 (as well as vv. 19-20) appear to be confrontational 

or even antagonistic. What reason would you suspect was behind this approach? 

4. In verses 16-18, how do the people respond to Joshua’s challenge? What do you think they 

might have been feeling at the time? What do they use as their motivation for following God? 

What motivates you to follow God? 

5. In verses 19-20, Joshua paints a fearful portrait of God. What place should fear have in our 

motivation for following God? (See also Deuteronomy 10:12 and Philippians 2:12-13.)  How 

can believers have a fear of God and yet still draw near to Him? 

6. The Israelites passionately state their commitment to God while they still had idols of foreign 

gods in their tents (v. 23). What are some idols that divide our allegiance to God today?  

7. Joshua repeats his challenge three times (vv. 14-15, 19-20 and 23) to make sure the people 

know the seriousness and difficulty of the commitment they are making. How do we remain 

committed to follow Jesus in a world full of distractions, temptations, and idols? 

8. In verses 26-27, Joshua set up a stone to remind the people of their commitment. How do we 

benefit from intentional reminders of significant events and decisions in our lives?  

Apply: Describe one thing God has done that you always want to remember. Why is that particularly 

significant to you? How will you keep that memory before you? 

Pray:   Ask God to help you live each day with awareness of His power and to therefore walk in both 

humble obedience to Him and confident assurance of His protection.  



Joshua 24:14-28. 

 

 [14] “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the 

gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. [15] And if it is evil 

in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers 

served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as 

for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 

 [16] Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve 

other gods, [17] for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the 

way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed. [18] And the LORD drove out 

before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, 

for he is our God.” 

 [19] But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. 

He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. [20] If you forsake the LORD 

and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm and consume you, after having done you 

good.” 

[21] And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the LORD.” [22] Then Joshua said to 

the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.” 

And they said, “We are witnesses.” [23] He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, 

and incline your heart to the LORD, the God of Israel.” [24] And the people said to Joshua, “The LORD 

our God we will serve, and his voice we will obey.” [25] So Joshua made a covenant with the people 

that day, and put in place statutes and rules for them at Shechem. [26] And Joshua wrote these words 

in the Book of the Law of God. And he took a large stone and set it up there under the terebinth that 

was by the sanctuary of the LORD. [27] And Joshua said to all the people, “Behold, this stone shall be a 

witness against us, for it has heard all the words of the LORD that he spoke to us. Therefore it shall 

be a witness against you, lest you deal falsely with your God.” [28] So Joshua sent the people away, 

every man to his inheritance.  (ESV) 


