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Open:   What type of people do you have the most difficulty loving? 

 

Read:  Matthew 22:34-40 

 

Discuss: 

1. Though the lawyer asked Jesus about the greatest commandment in an attempt to test Jesus, 

how is it still helpful for us to know what God considers to be the greatest commandment? 

 

2. How would you restate Jesus’ answer in verse 37 in your own words? Why do you think God 

would consider this to be the most important of all commandments? 

 

3. What does it look like to “love God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind”? What are some common ways we can fail to obey this command in its entirety?   

 

4. In verse 39, Jesus gives a second commandment which He indicates is like the first. In what ways 

are these two commandments similar? How does Genesis 1:27 link this second commandment 

to the first? 

 

5. In verse 39, Jesus uses love for self as a standard by which we are to love others. Why do you 

think Jesus uses this as the measure by which we are to love people? (Read also Luke 6:31 and 

Ephesians 5:28-30, where Jesus and Paul use this approach in other contexts.) Do you think this 

is an endorsement of loving self? Why or why not? 

 

6. Jesus says all the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commandments (v. 40). What does 

Jesus mean by this statement? What are some ways we make obedience to God more 

complicated than this? (Note also Romans 13:9, Galatians 5:14 and James 2:8, where loving your 

neighbor reflects the message of the Law.) 

 

7. How does treating human life as sacred show obedience to both of these commandments? 

Thinking of examples from the Gospels, how do we see Jesus treating those who might not be 

well-thought of by others? 

 

8. Are there ways you fail to treat others with respect as people made in the image of God? What 

will help you to begin to treat all others in the way God intends you to? 

 

Pray:  Ask God to cause you to obey these two great commandments. Ask Him to reveal to you ways 

you do not view others as He does—and to then change both your heart and your actions. 



Matthew 22:34-40. 

34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together.  

35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.  

36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 

37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul  

and with all your mind.  

38 This is the great and first commandment.  

39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  

40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 

  

 


