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Open:  When you hear of oppressed people in the world, what reactions do you have?  

 

Read: Deuteronomy 10:12-21 

Discuss:   

1. List ways God is seen in this text. Why do you think Moses said so much about the character 

of God in these verses? How do your thoughts about God’s character affect your lifestyle? 

 

2. Verse 12 and 13 indicate that God has requirements of his people. According to verses 14 and 

15, what is the basis for God to have such expectations? How do those same reasons apply to 

His right to have expectations of you? 

 

3. In the life of Israel, circumcision was a physical mark given to males indicating that they and 

their family had all the obligations of being in a covenant relationship with God. What do you 

think Moses means then in verse 16 when he exhorts Israel to circumcise their hearts? How do 

you think that relates to the second command in the verse? 

 

4. Why do you think Moses reminded Israel that God is not partial and takes no bribe (v. 17)? Do 

you ever find yourself thinking that God’s rules can be slightly altered for you in special 

situations? What are some of the problems and implications of that kind of thinking? 

 

5. What other words would you use to characterize the predicament of the fatherless, the widow 

and the sojourner in the ancient world (v. 18)? In our world, who are the people who most 

resemble these three categories? According to verses 18 and 19, what two reasons does 

Moses give for the command to love the sojourner? 

 

6. Read verses 20, 21 in the context of the whole passage. How would you describe the God-

centered nature of this passage? How well do you think you build your life around God-

centered motives? How could you improve? 

Apply:  How much thought do you give to the plight of the sojourners of our world? What could 

you do to demonstrate love toward those whom we would consider sojourners?  

Pray:  Pray that God will deepen your compassion for the oppressed people of the world and 

give you determination to pray for and support the progress of the Gospel among them.  



Deuteronomy 10:12-21  

[12]
 “And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the 

LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul, 
[13]

 and to keep the commandments and 

statutes of the LORD, which I am commanding you today for your good? 
[14]

Behold, 

to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth with all 

that is in it. 
[15]

 Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their 

offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day. 
[16]

 Circumcise 

therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn. 
[17]

 For the LORD 

your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome 

God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. 
[18]

 He executes justice for the fatherless 

and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing. 
[19]

 Love the 

sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 
[20]

 You shall fear 

the LORD your God. You shall serve him and hold fast to him, and by his name you 

shall swear. 
[21]

 He is your praise. He is your God, who has done for you these great 

and terrifying things that your eyes have seen. 

(ESV) 


