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Open: What things threaten to pull us away from faithfully serving and obeying God? 

Read:  James 1:5-18. 

Discuss:     

1. Many difficulties and temptations threatened Jewish believers who had been displaced from 

their homeland (1:1). Why might people in such trials need wisdom from God? How does our 

understanding of God’s character affect how we go to Him in times of need (v. 5)?   

2. In verses 6 and 8 how does James characterize the doubting person? In your own words, how 

would you describe such a person? How does James’ description of the doubting person refute 

the idea that he is just talking about a fleeting doubt that causes us to wonder whether or not 

God will do what we asked? What does it mean to “ask in faith” as verse 6 calls us to do? 

3. If verses 10 and 11 are referring to the reality of death, how does death bring exaltation to the 

lowly and humiliation to the wealthy? How is James appealing to long-term thinking to 

encourage people who are impoverished? How do these verses bring you encouragement? 

4. As an additional encouragement to remain faithful to God when under trial, James reminds 

these believers that in doing so they will receive the “crown of life” (v. 12). Why is the crown of 

life a motivating force in the midst of trials? Besides receiving the crown of life, what are some 

other ways we are blessed when we remain “steadfast under trial” (v. 12)? 

5. Why might people say they are “being tempted by God” (v. 13)? How do we tend to shift 

blame for our sin? Why is it important to recognize how our own desires play a role in sin and 

temptation (v. 14)? How can the truths of verses 12-15 help us fight temptation? 

6. Temptation always involves the lure to believe something other than the will of God is better. 

In verse 17, what additional truth is given to refute this lie and help us fight temptation? How 

should the truth of verse 18 add to our desire to resist temptation to turn away from God?  

Apply: What truth in this passage stands out to you as something you need to remember in order to 

remain faithful to God, and what will you do to remember that truth this week? 

Pray:   Ask God to give you a godly perspective in trials and enable you to                         

remain steadfast at all times, remembering His ways are always best.  

  
 



James 1:5-18 

[5] If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will 

be given him. [6] But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the 

sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. [7] For that person must not suppose that he will receive 

anything from the Lord; [8] he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

[9] Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, [10] and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower 

of the grass he will pass away. [11] For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its 

flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits. 

[12] Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive 

the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. [13] Let no one say when he is 

tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts 

no one. [14] But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. [15] Then desire 

when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 

[16] Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. [17] Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 

coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 

[18] Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of 

his creatures. (ESV) 


